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The 

biggest  cheese  in 
bobyfoods 
has  just  got 
bigger. 


Milupa  IS  already  the  brand-leading 
babyfood  in  chemists;"  And  we're  about  to  take 
an  even  bigger  slice  of  the  action. 

That's  because  we're  now  launching  two 
new  Tea-time  varieties  -  Savoury  Cheese  & 
Tomato  and  Cheese  &  Spinach  Mornay  -  offering 
your  customers  even  more  choice. 

To  generate  m.^re  sales  for  you  "^SN. 
we're    supporting    ihe    launch  with 
extensive  advertising  and  sampling, 
together  with  eye-catching  point-of-sale 
material. 

So  when  you're  merchandising  your 
Milupa  mealtimes,  make  sure  you  position  our 

(1)  Source:  A.C.Nielsen  £  market  shares  total  ptiarmacies  f^ar/Apr  1990 


two  new  savouries  prominently  with  the  rest  of 
our  Tea-time  range. 

Then,  dare  we  say,  it  could  be  hard  cheese 
on  your  competitors.  As  well  as  ours! 


mllupd 


Milupo  bob/foods.  The  one 
toste  little  experts  agree  on. 


See  your  representative  or  ring  our  Sales  Department  on  081-573  9966,  Milupa  Ltd.,  Milupa  House,  Uibridge  Road.  Hillingdon.  Uxbndge.  Middlesex  UBIO  ONE 
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New  from  Stafford  Miller,  Search  Dental  Rinse  contains  Cetylpyridinium  Chloride  BP,  a 
proven  anti-plac|ue  agent  backed  by  extensive  published  clinical  trials  on  its  actual  formulacionj ''^ 

As  part  of  the  Search  Oral  Healthcare  Programme,  Search  Dental  Rinse  is  designed  to 
complement  daily  toothhrushingand  flossing.  Search  Dental  Rinse  has  a  new  product  licence  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  oral  hygiene  and  is  suitable  for  all  patients  with  less  than  ideal  plaque  control. 
Results  from  taste  trials^  indicate  excellent  acceptability. 

Supported  by  widespread  sampling  and  promotion  by  the  UK's  largest  dental  salesforce, 
Search  Dental  Rinse  will  also  benefit  from  increased  brand  awareness  generated  by  heavyweight  TV 
campaigns  for  other  Search  and  Sensodyne  products.  Search  Dental  Rinse  promises  to  quickly 
become  a  popular  new  addition  to  your  customers'  oral  healthcare  routine. 

So  make  sure  you're  well  stocked  to  meet  demand! 

Search  Dental  Rinse  -  the  clinically  proven  anti-plaque  rinse  you  can  recommend  with 
con  fid  ence. 
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Dental  Rinse 

Tastefully  formulated. 
Seriously  effective. 


FROM  SENSODYNE 
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The  Statutory  Sick  Pay  Bill  currently  passing  through 
Parliament  has  few  friends  either  in  business  or  in 
politics.  The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
made  its  opposition  known  at  an  early  stage.  In  a  strongly 
worded  letter  to  Tony  Newton,  the  Secretary  for  Social 
Security,  at  the  end  of  last  year  (C&D  December  8,  pl030) 
director  Tim  Astill  condemned  the  legislation  outright  as 
reneging  on  Government  assurances  that  the  sick  pay 
burden  would  not  fall  on  employers.  "It  will  increase 
employers'  costs  and  thus  act  as  a  clear  disincentive  to 
taking  on  staff  at  a  time  of  rising  unemployment, ' '  Mr  Astill 
said.  The  National  Chamber  of  Trade  has  also  expressed  its 
alarm,  condemning  the  future  legislation  "in  the  strongest 
possible  terms".  The  House  of  Lords,  too,  is  clearly 
unliappy  with  the  burden  to  be  thrown  on  small  businesses, 
and  in  a  series  of  welcome  amendments  has  attempted  to 
ameliorate  the  worst  excesses  of  the  Bill. 

No  one  is  arguing  for  the  Australian  model,  where  the 
employee's  right  to  a  number  of  days  off  sick  a  year  is 
enshrined  by  law  as  well  as  custom  and  practice .  ' '  Sickies 
are  a  national  "holiday' '  institution  in  Australia  in  a  way  they 
have  never  been  in  this  country. 


Small  businesses  and  pharmacies  in  particular,  have 
already  faced  a  number  of  damaging  changes  to  their 
trading  conditions  in  recent  months.  In  parts  of  the  country 
the  uniform  business  rate  is  causing  havoc,  especially 
where  rents  have  also  rocketed.  Moreover,  the 
remuneration  package  for  NHS  pharmaceutical  services  is 
already  sufficiently  unattractive,  while  the  sharp  downturn 
in  the  economy  is  affecting  business  across  the  board.  It  is 
the  worst  possible  time  to  inflict  further  financial  burdens 
on  the  retailing  community. 

In  a  recent  attempt  to  defend  the  measure  Mr  Newton 
argued  that  some  91  per  cent  of  the  workforce  worked  for 
employers  with  occupational  sick  pay  schemes.  This  silly 
debating  point  was  quickly  quashed  by  the  NCT  which 
pointed  out  that  only  20-25  per  cent  of  employers  operated 
such  schemes. 

By  passing  amendments  to  shelter  small  businesses 
from  the  worst  effects  of  this  oppressive  Bill  the  House  of 
Lords  is  sounding  a  warning  note.  It  is  unfortunate  that  by 
throwing  out  the  Lords'  amendments  on  Tuesday  and 
substituting  an  ineffectual  compromise,  the  Government 
has  chosen  to  alienate  a  natural  constituency. 
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JBPA  responds  to 
working  party  reports 


The  Joint  Boots  Pharmacists' 
Association  has  endorsed  the 
concept  of  competence  to  practise 
but  believes  it  should  not  be  linked 
to  the  right  to  practise. 

The  JBPA's  response  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  working 
party  report  lists  four  main 
objections  to  the  use  of 
assessments  to  establish  the  right 
to  practise: 


Nurse  scripts 
unlikely 
this  year 

Legislation  authorising  nurses  to 
undertake  a  limited  range  of 
prescribing  is  unlikely  to  be 
introduced  by  the  Government  for 
at  least  another  year. 

This  was  made  clear  by  Mrs 
Virginia  Bottomley,  the  Minister 
for  Health,  in  the  Commons  on 
Monday  when  she  again  under- 
lined the  need  to  consider  the 
economic  implications  of  nurse 
prescribing. 

Other  factors  to  be 
considered,  she  said,  included 
education  and  training  needs,  the 
development  of  a  formulary, 
administrative  arrangements  and 
legal  implications. 

Mrs  Bottomley  said  an  interim 
report  on  a  cost-benefit  analysis 
should  be  available  in  the  Spring  of 
1992.  Depending  upon  the  nature 
of  the  results,  the  Government 
would  hope  to  introduce 
legislation  as  soon  as  a  suitable 
opportunity  arose. 

Mr  Dudley  Fishbum  (Con)  has 
attracted  cross-party  support  for 
his  private  member's  Bill 
permitting  nurses  to  prescribe  a 
limited  range  of  medicines. 

He  claims  that  many  nurses 
already  "write  out  prescriptions 
unofficially  for  the  overworked 
doctor  to  scrawl  his 
incomprehensible  signature  on". 

Mr  Fishbum  stressed  that  the 
Bill  would  not  involve  nurses  in  the 
diagnosis  of  a  disease  or  its 
treatment,  but  it  would  allow  them 
more  responsibility  in  the  long- 
term  management  of  a  patient. 
Doctors,  he  said,  would  no  longer 
need  to  write  out  prescriptions  for 
bandages  or  repeat  pain  killers. 

The  Bill  is  due  for  second 
reading  on  April  26,  but  is  unlikely 
to  make  significant  progress. 


|_j  There  is  no  ciear  definition  of 
"competence"  and  criteria  would 
vary  depending  on  the  sphere  of 
practice. 

□  Applying  the  test  only  to 
certain  sectors  of  the  profession 
would  affect  a  pharmacist's  ability 
to  move  between  different  areas. 

□  Assessing  pharmacists  of 
different  ages  and  qualifying 
backgrounds  could  be  difficult. 

□  The  cost  of  assessments. 

In  the  short  term,  efforts 
should  be  made  to  make 
continuing  education  more 
attractive  by  "friendly  persuasion 
and  monetary  gain".  Payments 
similar  to  those  made  for 
residential  homes  and  PMR  could 
be  considered.  Alternatively,  a 
two-tier  registration  fee  could  be 
introduced  with  the  lower  fee 
being  paid  by  pharmacists 
completing  continuing  education. 

The  Association  also  suggests 
the  possibility  of  awarding  the  title 
"associate   member"   of  the 


College  of  Pharmacy  Practice  to 
pharmacists  maintaining  their 
postgraduate  education.  A  study 
should  be  undertaken  into  the 
feasibility  of  adopting  similar 
payments  to  those  made  to  GPs. 

Responding  to  the  report  on 
the  future  role  of  community 
pharmacy,  the  Association  has 
highlighted  areas  of  strength  and 
suggested  possible  finance. 

Health  education,  healthcare 
and  screening,  compliance, 
domiciliary  visits,  drug  abuse,  and 
involvement  with  formularies  and 
PACT  data  are  areas  where  the 
pharmacist  has  an  important  role 
to  play,  the  Association  says. 

Funding  could  come  from  the 
DoH  by  "selling  back"  diagnostic 
services  to  fund  holding  GPs,  and 
from  the  public  paying  for 
diagnostic  services  and  health 
screening.  Raised  public 
awareness  and  the  greater 
credibility  of  pharmacy  would 
increase  viability,  says  the  JBPA. 


Medicines  compensation 
via  Europe? 


Tory  MP  Michael  Morris  told  the 
House  of  Commons  last  week  that 
the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Europe  is  looking  at  the 
possibility  of  devising  a  no  fault 
compensation  scheme  for  cases 
where  drug  damage  occurred,  by 
imposing  "a  tiny  levy"  on  every 
script  to  create  a  fund. 


Mr  Morris,  who  is  advisor  to 
Upjohn  and  Reckitt  &  Colman, 
said  the  idea  received  some 
support  from  the  pharmaceutical 
industry.  He  was  speaking  in  the 
debate  on  a  private  member's  Bill 
to  establish  an  NHS  no  fault 
compensation  scheme,  rejected 
by  193  votes  to  81. 


Apply  now  for 
coriiference 

The  majority  of  places  at  the 
conference  being  hosted  by  the 
Department  of  Health  on  behalf  of 
the  Joint  Working  Group  on  the 
Future  Role  of  Community 
Pharmacy  are  being  reserved  for 
grassroots  community 
pharmacists. 

The  full  day  event  will  be  held 
at  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society  headquarters  at  Lambeth 
on  March  27.  The  aim  of  the 
conference  is  to  stimulate  and 
promote  debate  within  the 
profession  and  to  demonstrate  the 
areas  of  interest  already  being 
pursued. 

It  will  provide  a  unique 
opportunity  for  pharmacists  to 
participate  in  discussions  on  their 
future  role  and  influence  the  way 
the  profession  develops,  says  the 
Department. 

The  afternoon  programme  will 
consist  of  six  discussion  groups, 
each  attended  by  about  25  people 
who  will  listen  to  a  short 
presentation,  debate  the 
implications  and  report  back  to  the 
final  session.  The  topics  covered 
will  be: 

□  Health  promotion 

□  Advisory  role 

□  Domiciliary  services 

□  Diagnostic  services 

□  Access  to  medicines 

□  Medicines  usage 

Places  are  limited,  however, 
and  community  pharmacists  who 
wish  to  attend  are  asked  to  apply 
in  writing  (postcards  will  do)  to 
Mrs  S.  Williams,  Department  of 
Health,  Portland  Court,  Room 
532,  156-178  Great  Portland 
Street,  London  WIN  5TB. 
Applicants  should  indicate  which 
afternoon  session  they  wish  to 
attend.  Applications  must  be 
received  before  February  28. 
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Minister  for  Health  Virginia  Bottonilcy  pays  tril)ute  ta  '  'a  gentle 
giant ' '.  former  director  of  the  Proprietaiy  Association  of  Great  Britain 
John  Wells  (seated),  at  a  celehratoiy  reception  given  to  mark  his  3t) 
years  of  service  to  the  OTC  medicines  indiistiy,  until  ill  health  forced 
his  early  retirement  last  year.  Mrs  Bottomley  said  Mr  Wells '  diphnuacy 
hud  helped  influence  Government  thinking.  "We  thank  you  veiy 
warmly  for  your  public  service  and  private  kindness. ' '  Looking  on  is 
PAGB  president  Colin  Wood  who  said  he  greatly  regretted  the 
shortening  of  Mr  Wells '  influence  on  the  self-medication  industty  and 
its  impact  on  the  State,  the  professions,  and  the  consumer.  Forhispaii 
Mr  Wells  simply  acknowledged  the  tributes  for  a  job  which  he  said  he 
had  fnind  immensely  enjoyable,  while  commending  the  Medicines  Act 
to  the  Minister  as  a  '  'very  sensible  basis  for  agreement  in  Europe 


Grampian  decision  weicomei 
by  Guild 


'11k'  (luikl  of  H()S|.ital  Pharmacists 
has  welcomed  the  news  that  the 
contract  for  aspects  of  the 
Grampian  Health  Board's 
pharmaceutical  services  has  not 
been  awarded  to  the  private 
sector. 

However,  the  Guild  says  in  a 
statement  released  this  week  that 
It  rej^rets  the  continuing 
uncertainty  caused  by  the  lack  of 
a  final  decision  over  the  way  the 
services  will  be  provided. 
"Council  believes  this  can  only 
damage  the  morale  of  the  staff  in 
area  pharmaceutical  services." 

The  Guild  adds  that  following 
this  "major  effort"  by  Grampian 
Health  Board,   "it  has  been 


demonstrated  that  non-NHS 
organisations  are  unable  to  quote 
competitively  for  the  provision  of 
hospital  pharmaceutical 
services." 

With  the  NfIS  in  a  state  of 
rapid  flux,  the  (iuild  has  decided  to 
conduct  a  full  scale  survey  of  its 
members  to  assess  changes  in 
NHS  management  structures, 
contracts  for  services,  and 
competitive  tendering  out 
changes  being  contemplated  l)v 
NHS  Trusts. 

'  'The  results  of  the  sun  ey  will 
enable  Council  to  continue  to 
provide  assistance  and  advice  to 
members  during  this  time  of 
unprecedented  change,"  it  says. 


Pharmacy 
opposed 

An  application  to  open  a  pharmacy 
in  the  Berkshire  village  of 
Holyport  is  being  opposed  by  local 
doctors. 

According  to  the  Maidenhead 
Advertiser  (January  11), 
pharmacist  Richard  Christian  has 
applied  to  turn  the  village 
greengrocei'  into  a  pharmacy.  The 
area  is  currently  designated  as 
rural  with  the  local  surgery 
dispensing  for  around  3,900 
patients. 

The  doctors  say  loss  of 
revenue  from  dispensing  could 
force  them  to  move  out  of  new 
premises  or  leave  the  village. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Berksliire 
Family  Health  Services  Authoritv 
told  C&D  that  although  the 
deadline  for  submissions  had 
passed,  no  decision  had  yet  been 
made. 

She  confirmed  that  the  doctors 
had  objected  to  the  applications, 
along  with  Bray  Parish  Council. 
However,  the  local  Community 
Health  Council  had  submitted 
information  in  support  of  the 
pharmacist.  No  submissions  had 
been  received  from  the  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  or  the 
Local  Medical  Committee. 

The  case  will  be  reviewed  by 
the  FHSA's  Dispensing  Services 
Committee.  This  comprises  a  lay 
chairman,  the  pharmaceutical  and 
the  medical  member  of  the  FHSA, 
a  nominated  person  from  the  LPC 
and  LMC  and  two  lay  members. 
The  DSC  is  expected  to  meet 
next  month. 


Prescription  figures  for  Northern  Ireland 

for  October  1990  show  that 
1 ,361 ,074  items  were  dispensed 
at  a  net  cost  of  £9,485,856.56. 
The  gross  cost  per  prescription 
was  £7.26. 


Green  Paper  to  encourage  use  of 
pharmacy  services? 


A  campaign  to  persuade 
"roofless"  people  living  in  so- 
called  cardboard  cities  and  bed  and 
breakfast  accommodation  to  use 
the  facilities  provided  by  family 
doctors  and  pharmacists  is  to  be 
launched  by  the  Government. 

Ministers  believe  that  many 
thousands  of  homeless  people  are 
adding  unnecessarily  to  the 
burdens  borne  by  hospitals  by 
failing  to  use  family  health 
services.  Because  they  do  not 
register  with  GPs  many  have  to 
undergo  hospital  treatment  for 
conditions  which  could  have  been 
dealt  with  earlier. 

The  campaign  is  expected  to 
be  launched  when  the 
Government  publishes  the  Green 
Paper  —  probably  before  Easter 
~  outlining  its  strategy  for  an 
agreed  framework  for  setting 
priority  health  targets.  Mr  William 
Waldegrave.      the  Health 


Secretary,  confirmed  that  there 
would  be  wide  consultations. 

He  is  also  expected  to  make  an 
early  announcement  about  the 
Government's  stance  in  the 
negotiations  over  the  proposal  by 
the  European  Commission  that 
"complementary  protection 
certificates"  should  be  used  to 
provide  an  effective  patent  life  of 
16  years  for  new  medicines. 

In  the  Commons  last  week 
Michael  Morris  (Con)  asked  what 
consideration  had  been  given  to 
French  and  German  legislation 
giving  additional  patent  protection 
for  domestic  research-based 
pharmaceutical  companies 
through  such  certificates. 

Mrs  Virginia  Bottomley,  the 
Health  Minister,  said  the 
Government  had  noted 
developments  overseas.  The 
Government  believed  the  issue 
was   best   considered   in  the 


AIDS  grant  for  CPP 


The  College  of  Pharmacy  Practice 
has  received  over  £49,000  from 
the  Department  of  Health  to 
prepare  learning  material  on  the 
pharmacist's  role  in  AIDS 
prevention. 

The  grant,  provided  under  the 
central  initiative  scheme,  is  part  of 
a  project  designed  to  encourage 
community  pharmacists  to 
participate  in  the  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  AIDS  through 
education.  The  scheme  will  also 
focus  on  the  safe  disposal  of  used 
needles  and  local  needle  exchange 
schemes. 


The  educational  material  is 
likely  to  include  a  work  book 
integrated  with  video  material.  A 
management  team  set  up  for  the 
project  will  comprise  Dr  David 
Temple,  Rosemary  Mitchell, 
Hilary  Temple  (educational 
advisor)  and  the  chairman  of  the 
College's  Continuing  Professional 
Development  Committee. 

'  'The  prevention  of  AIDS  —  a 
pharmacist's  role"  will  be 
available  for  use  in  1991  and 
preliminary  information  will  be 
sent  to  course  organisers  in  the 
earlv  Summer. 


context  of  the  European 
Commission's  draft  regulation 
"which  would  override  any 
separate  national  legislation" . 

Representations  had  been 
received  from  UK  generic 
manufacturers,  she  added.  Some 
recognised  there  should  be  a 
realistic  patent  term  for  new 
compounds,  with  the  chance  to 
develop  generic  alternatives 
within  patent  term  to  enable  their 
marketing  immediately  on  patent 
expiry.  One  major  manufacturer 
had  "opposed  the  extension 
entirely". 


Poor  care  for 
terminally  ill 

NHS  hospital  staff  are  ill-equipped 
to  deal  with  the  social  and 
psychological  needs  of  dying 
patients  and  their  families,  says  a 
report  by  the  Office  of  Health 
Economics. 

"Dyjng  with  dignity",  by 
OHE's  senior  research  associate 
Jane  Griffin,  concludes  there  is  an 
urgent  need  for  research  into 
better  ways  of  caring  for  dying 
patients.  Most  would  prefer  to  die 
at  home,  although  an  increasing 
number  die  in  hospital. 

Studies  have  shown  that  61 
per  cent  of  women  over  75  live 
alone,  and  that  more  than  2.5 
million  elderly  people  look  after 
someone  older  and  more  frail. 

"Dying  with  dignity"  (£3), 
Office  f)f  Health  Economics,  12 
Whitehall,  London  SWIA  2DY. 
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Significant  minority  votes  against 
liospital  pay  offer 


Members  of  the  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  have  voted  by  almost 
two  to  one  to  accept  the  manage- 
ment side's  5.4  percent  pay  offer 
for  the  six  months  from  October 
1,  1990  to  March  31  this  year. 

Of  the  42  per  cent  of  members 
who  voted,  64  per  cent  voted  for 
acceptance,  and  35  per  cent 
against. 

"The  significant  'no'  vote  will 
signal  to  management  that 
although  the  outcome  was 
acceptance  of  the  offer,  it  was  a 
fairly  lukewarm  acceptance,"  Bob 
Timson,  chairman  of  the  staff  side 
negotiating  team,  told  C&D. 

The  decision  will  now  be 
conveyed  to  the  management  side 
and  a  draft  advance  letter  is 
expected  shortly.  Mr  Timson  said 
he  expected  the  new  rates  of  pay 
to  be  included  in  March  salaries, 
with  back  pay  added  in  April  "if 
you  are  in  a  good  health 
authority".  Last  year,  after  a 
similar  settlement  date,  one  or 
two  health  authorities  didn't  pay 
up  until  May  or  June,  Mr  Timson 
said. 

The  offer  also  includes 
provision  for  a  local  pay 
supplement  enabling  NHS 
employing  authorities  to  agree 
supplements  up  to  20  per  cent  of 
basic  salai7  (30  per  cent  in  the  four 
Thames  Regions). 

The  staff  side  will  now  turn  its 
attention  to  the  new  pay  round.  A 
claim  for  the  12  months  starting 
April  1  should  be  with  the 
management  side  by  the  due  date, 
Mr  Timson  said. 

Asked  whether  the  larger  than 
expected  rises  for  other  NHS 
professional  staff  was  a  boost  for 
hospital  pay,  Mr  Timson  said:  "It 
would  be  nice  to  think  this  is  an 
indication  of  where  we  might  be 
going  with  our  negotiations.  It 
gives  us  some  hope. ' ' 

Staff  side  secretary  and  Guild 
general  secretary  IJr  David  Bird 
said:  "The  world  is  rapidly 
changing  and  the  inclusion  of  local 
bargaining  shows  the  future  has 
arrived.  The  focus  of  collective 
bargaining  in  the  NHS  has  now 
shifted  substantially  away  from 
the  national  arena  to  the 
employing  authority.  We  will  be 
doing  all  we  can  to  ensure  that 
hospital  pharmacy  remains  united 
and  does  not  break  up  uito  waning 
competitive  fiefdoms,  producing 
declining  standards  of  service  to 
patients." 

□  The  Review  Body  for  Nursing 
Staff  has  said  that  the  average 
increase  of  10  per  cent 
recommended  for  the  professions 
allied  to  medicine  was  intended  to 
reduce   gaps   between  NHS 


salaries  and  those  outside  the 
service.  It  believed  higher  pay 
was  one  way  to  counteract  the 
falling  number  of  entrants. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the 
Doctors  and  Dentists  Review 
Body,  dentists  will  get  an  increase 
in  final  pay  of  11  per  cent, 
consultants  10.5  per  cent,  and 


Hundreds  of  alleged  victims  of  the 
now-banned  arthritis  drug  Opren 
may  have  reached  the  end  of  the 
line  in  their  damages  claims  as  a 
result  of  a  High  Court  test  case 
ruling  on  January  31 . 

Mr  Justice  Hidden  decided 
that  eight  out  of  nine 
representative  claimants  were 
barred  from  pursuing  late  claims 
against  Eli  Lilly  and  other 
defendants  because  the  actions 
were  launched  outside  the 
statutory  time  limit  for  bringing 
civil  actions. 

The  ruling  followed  a  three- 
week  hearing  last  year  centred 
around  the  nine  claims.  The  case 
was  brought  on  behalf  of  more 
than  300  alleged  Opren  victims 
who  launched  theii'  actions  too  late 
to  share  in  a  £2.275  million  out-of- 
court  settlement  paid  to  1,200 
people  by  Eli  Lilly  in  1987.  After 
the  judgment,  lawyers  for  the 
claimants  said  the  effect  of  the 
ruling,  subject  to  any  appeal,  was 
that  the  majority  of  the  estimated 
350  outstanding  cases  against  the 
company  could  not  go  ahead. 

Lawyers  had  asked  the  judge 
to  use  his  discretion  and  allow  the 
cases  to  proceed,  despite  any 
finding     that     they  were 


Two  Northern  Ireland  farmers  have 
been  fined  for  administrating  to 
animals  a  substance  containing 
clenbuterol  hydrochloride, 
commonly  known  as  ' '  angel  dust 
or  "magic  powder" ,  other  than  in 
accordance  with  the  dii'ections  of  a 
veterinary  surgeon  or 
practitioner.  David  Weir  of  39 
Tobermason  Road,  Benburb  and 
Archie  Weir  of  6  Gorestown  Lane, 
Moy ,  CO  Tyrone  were  prosecuted 
by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Services  for  offences  under 
the  Medicines  Act  1968.  Each  was 
fined  £250  plus  £144  costs. 

Mr  Gary  Waller  (Con)  is  to  seek  to 
introduce  a  private  member's  Bill 
to  provide  exemption  from 
prescription  charges  for  any 
' ' permanent  medical  condition  or 


other  hospital  doctors  and  GPs 
9.5  per  cent. 

All  the  awards  are  being 
staged  by  the  Government,  with 
7.5  per  cent  paid  from  April,  the 
balances  in  December.  The 
average  increase  over  the  year  for 
all  review  body  staff  will  be  8.4  per 
cent. 


"time-barred". 

But  the  judge  said  they  were 
not  appropriate  cases  for  him  to 
extend  the  time  limit.  His 
judgment  was  solely  concerned 
with  the  issue  of  "limitation"  — 
the  statutoiy  rule  which  limits  the 
time  within  which  civil  actions  can 
be  brought. 

In  all  but  one  of  the  nine  cases, 
the  judge  decided  that  the  alleged 
victims  had  knowledge  that  their 
injuries  were  capable  of  being 
attributed  to  Opren  as  a  possible 
cause  more  than  three  years 
before  they  issued  their  writs. 

His  decision  did  not  touch  on 
whether  there  was  any  ultimate 
liability  on  the  part  of  Eli  Lilly  and 
other  defendants. 
□  A  spokesman  for  Eli  Lilly  said: 
"We  are  satisfied  with  the 
decision  reached  by  Mr  Justice 
Hidden.  In  settling  more  than 
1,200  claims  in  1987,  Lilly 
believed  that  the  Opren  litigation 
had  been  resolved  once  and  for  aU. 
Instead  claimants  continued  to 
come  forward  eight  years  after 
Opren  was  voluntarily  withdrawn 
from  the  market.  Under  the 
circumstances  it  was  essential  to 
get  guidance  from  the  court  to 
bring  matters  to  a  close. ' ' 


ailment".  His  Prescription 
Charges  Exempt  Medical 
Conditions  Bill  will  be  discussed 
on  February  19. 

Malaria  chemotherapy  and  the  use  of 

drugs  in  acute  paediatric  diairhoea 
are  discussed  in  two  new  World 
Health  Organisation  publications. 
"Practical  chemotherapy  of 
malaria"  provides  a  guide  to  the 
selection  and  administration  of 
drugs  for  uncomplicated  and 
severe  malaria.  It  also  contains  a 
chapter  evaluating  11  new  anti- 
malarial drugs.  "The  rational  use 
of  drugs  in  the  management  of 
acute  diarrhoea  in  children" 
includes  a  review  of  relevant 
antibiotics,  antimotiUty  agents  and 
adsorbents.  Both  are  available 
through  HMSO  agents. 


Winterton  not 
party  choice 
for  Commons 
health  post 

The  emergence  of  Nicholas 
Winterton  (Con)  as  chairman  of 
the  new  Commons  Health  Select 
Committee  marks  a  reverse  for 
the  Government's  business 
managers.  i 

Operating  through  the  party 
whips,  they  had  hoped  to  secure 
the  chairmanship  for  Sir  David 
Price  (Con),  a  former  Minister 
who  has  been  an  MP  since  1955. 

Mr  Winterton,  who  has  never 
held  ministerial  office,  is  regarded 
by  his  party  colleagues  as  a 
maverick  because  of  what  he 
regards  as  the  inadequate  support 
provided  for  some  sectors  of  the 
health  service,  and  the 
Government's  failure  to  take  full 
account  of  the  needs  of 
manufacturing  industry.  i 

Supporters  of  Mr  Winterton, 
who  was  elected  to  the  health  post 
by  the  votes  of  Labour  MPs, 
stress  that  his  abilities  are 
recognised  by  his  membership  of 
the  Chairman's  Panel  from  which 
MPs  are  selected  to  preside  over 
standing  committees  considering 
important  Bills. 

The  newly  appointed 
Committee  held  its  first  meeting 
on  Januaiy  30.  The  members  are: 
Nicholas  Winterton  (chairman), 
James  Couchman,  Jeny  Hayes, 
Sir  David  Price,  Andrew  Rowe 
and  Roger  Sims  (Conservative); 
Tom  Clarke,  David  Hinchcliffe, 
Alice  Mahon,  and  Audrey  Wise 
(Labour)  and  Rev  Martin  Smyth 
(Ulster  Unionist). 

The  Committee  will  undertake 
inquiries  into  public  expenditure 
on  health  and  personal  social  ' 
services;  maternity  sei-vices;  and  i 
the  European  Community  and  i 
health  policy. 

PGC/SHHD 
91-92  pay 
talks  go  on  | 

The  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  in  Scotland  considers  that 
a  further  enhanced  offer  from  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  is  still  inadequate. 

PGC  chairman  Graeme  Millar 
says,  however,  that  the  new  offer 
forms  the  basis  for  further 
discussions  and  negotiations  with 
the  SHHD.  PGC  has  not  released 
any  details  of  the  offer. 


Late  Opren  claims  barred 
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jumping  the 
gum... 

Pharmacists  confused  as  to 
what's  happening  with 
Lundbeck's  Nicorette  can  get  the 
definitive  version  from  C&Dl 

Information  that  Nicorette 
2mg  is  to  be  reclassified  as  a 
Pharmacy  medicine,  and  that 
Nicorette  4mg  is  to  remain  as  a 
POM  renamed  Nicorette  Pius, 
has  appeared  in  some 
publications. 

In  addition  a  promotion  on 
Nicorette  2mg  in  AAH's  Febnjai7 
monthly  promotional  magazine 
showing  the  new  packs  has  been 
postponed. 

Lundbeck  say:  "We  would  like 
to  make  it  clear  that  the  proposed 
change  of  licence  from  a  POM  to  a 
P  medicine  is  still  under  review. 
An  announcement  relating  to  this 
change  is  expected  in  the  very 
near  future." 

Watch  this  space... 


Evans  recall 

Evans  Medical  have  received  a 
report  that  a  sealed  tray  of 
diamorphine  hydrochloride  for 
injection  5mg  x  5  ampoules 
(batch  number  E0621A)  has  been 
packaged  into  a  carton  labelled  as 
lentanyl  citrate  for  injection 
50mcg/ml,  2ml  x  5  ampoules 
(batch  number  E0052E). 

The  ampoules  for  both 
products  are  labelled  correctly; 
the  error  exists  with  the  carton 
packaging  only.  Furthermore, 
diamorphine  injection  is  a  freeze- 
dried  powder  and  fentanyl  citrate 
injection  is  a  liquid. 

Evans  are  recalling  both 
products  as  a  precautionary 
measure.  Pharmacists  are  asked 
to  examine  all  stocks  of  these 
products  and  return  them  to  the 
wholesale  supplier.  Replacement 
stock  will  be  dispatched  as 
appropriate.  If  stock  is 
unavailable,  credit  will  be  made 
through  the  wholesaler. 


VMD  looks  to 
Europe 

;The  Veterinary  Medicines 
Directorate  is  seeking  views  on 
the  veterinary  aspects  of 
proposals  to  create  free 
movement  of  medicines  within  the 
EC. 

These  proposals  have  now 
been  presented  to  the  European 
Council  and  the  VMD  is  seeking 
ppinions  to  guide  further 
^representations  to  put  before  the 
ouncil's  working  party. 


Self-centred 
self-service? 


In  the  days  before  our 
modern  drug  revolution 
physicians  practised  the  art 
of  healing  while  pharmacists 
concentrated  on  the  art  of 
formulation.  Both 
professions  were  respected 
by  the  patients  for  their 
expertise,  safe  in  the 
knowledge  that  here  were 
two  professions  doing  their 
best  for  them,  even  though 
their  armoury  for  cure  was 
severely  limited.  Deep 
down,  however,  all  three  knew  that  faith 
was  a  greater  healer  than  science. 

Today  the  patient  demands  a  cure. 
The  pandora's  box  of  modern  medical 
miracles  has  raised,  in  the  mind  of  the 
patient,  a  total  expectation  of  cure,  and  its 
practitioners  have  become  the 
embodiment  of  that  revolution.  Over-the- 
counter  this  expectation  has  also  been 
raised,  and  concurrently,  as  more 
effective  drugs  have  become  available  for 
counter  prescribing,  the  patient  is  seeking 
increased  advice  from  the  pharmacist. 
(British  Lifestyles  Report  1991,  Mintel. 
C&D  February  2,  pl82).  This  is  an 
encouraging  trend  which  should  increase 
as  more  drugs  are  de-regulated,  but  one 
which  is  in  danger  of  being  still-born  by 
avaricious  moves  to  self-selection  from 
open  displays  now  reluctantly  endorsed  by 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
(CcSri)  February  2,  pl48). 

NPA  support  for  this  move  is 
dependent  on  the  employment  of  properly 
trained  assistants,  but  it  will  take  a  brave 
assistant  indeed  to  question  the  purchase 
of  any  openly  displayed  medicine.  In  my 
pharmacy  all  medicines  are  still  confined 
behind  the  counter,  or  on  display  such  that 
they  have  to  be  requested  by  the 
customer.  The  assistants  are  properly 
trained  and  are  fully  aware  of  the  necessity 
to  involve  me  when  in  any  doubt. 
Needless  to  say  '  'big-ears"  supervises  all 


transactions  and  intervenes 
directly  where  necessary. 

My  shop  is  not  a  multiple 
emporium,  but  it  is  not  small 
and  the  medicine  sales  are 
all  seen  to  be  professionally 
made.  The  use  of  the 
counter  and  the  knowledge 
that  an  ever-available  "me" 
is  always  hovering  on  the 
periphery,  instils  a 
confidence  in  the  patient 
that  open  display  would 
destroy.  If  the  multiples 
insist  on  becoming  one  large 
supermarket  there  appears 
little  that  my  professional 
peers  can  do  to  prevent  it, 
but  I  view  this  as  a 
professionally  retrograde  step  which  will 
not  encourage  the  public  or  Department  of 
Health  to  view  community  pharmacy  with 
the  increased  respect  we  are  achieving. 


Nostrums  ready 
for  a  comeback? 

Many  years  ago  I  had  time  to  make,  pack 
and  sell  my  own  named  nostrums,  but 
when  legal  requirements  became  more 
onerous,  and  time  more  valuable,  they 
were  all  gradually  dropped  in  favour  of  the 
branded  products.  At  the  time  I  was 
convinced  that  it  was  no  longer 
economical,  but  a  few  recent  requests  for 
"your  own  cough  mixture.  I've  been 
taking  it  for  years"  caused  me  to  open  my 
old  formulary  book  with  nostalgia. 

As  I  thumbed  through  the  pages  I 
found  everything  from  hand  cream  to  hair 
lotion,  cough  mixture  to  rheumatic  salve. 
The  multiples  have  refined  "own  brands' ' 
in  order  to  generate  customer  loyalty,  so 
why  not  me?  Paddy,  my  technician,  is 
quite  taken  by  the  idea,  and  is  convinced 
she  could  find  the  necessary  time.  All  it 
now  requires  is  for  me  to  sort  out  the  legal 
requirements,  and  perhaps  by  turning  the 
clock  back  I,  too,  can  offer  my  customers 
products  unique  to  my  pharmacy. 
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Brelomax 

bronchospasm 

Abbott  are  launching  Brelomax 
(tulobuterol),  a  selective  beta- 
adrenergic  agonist  with  highly 
specific  action  on  the  beta-2 
receptors  in  bronchial  muscle. 
Manufacturers  Abbott 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough, 
Kent,  MEll  5EL 
Description  White,  ovaloid 
tablets  with  a  bisect  line  on  each 
side  and  a  logo  on  one  side,  each 
containing  tulobuterol 
hydrocholoride  2mg 
Uses  Prophylaxis  and  control  of 
bronchospasm  in  patients  with 
reversible  airways  disease 
including  bronchial  asthma, 
chronic  bronchitis  and 
emphysema 

Dosage  Adults  One  tablet  twice 
daily,  increased  if  necessar\'  to 
one  three  times  a  day  Children 
over  10  years  Half  to  one  tablet 
twice  daily  10  years  and  under 
Brelomax  synjp  is  recommended 
Contra-indications,  warn- 
ings, and  side-effects  As  for 
similar  beta-2  agonists  (see  Data 
Sheet) 

Supply  restrictions  POM 
Packs  Blister  packs  of  60  (£13 
trade) 

Product  licence  0037/0196 
Issued  February  1991 

Epaderm 

Bioglan  have  introduced  Epaderm 
ointment,  a  GSL  product  for  dry 
skin  conditions.  The  company 
plans  to  apply  (or  a  product  licence 
so  it  can  be  promoted  to  doctors. 

Epaderm  is  a  hypoallergenic 
emulsifying  ointment,  containing 
emulsifying  wax,  yellow  soft 
paraffin,  and  liquid  paraffin, 
produced  with  agreement  from 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle  to  a  formula  it 
developed  in  the  '20s. 

Patients  find  the  product 
easier  to  use  than  the  BP  formula, 
whether  in  the  bath  or  when 
applied  directly  to  the  skin,  says 
the  RVI.  Epaderm  is  available  in 
three  sizes:  50g  tube  (£1.54), 
5(J0g  tub  (£2.80),  and  5kg  drum 
(£22.29,  all  trade).  Bioglan 
Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel:  0462 
438444. 


SB's  Seroxat  for  depression 
is  5-HT  re-uptake  inhibitor 


Smithkline  Beecham  have 
launched  Seroxat,  their  new 
treatment  for  depression. 

It  contains  paroxetine,  the 
latest  in  a  new  class  of 
antidepressants  —  the  selective 
5-HT  re-uptake  inhibitors  — 
which  increases  the  availability  of 
serotonin. 

The  main  advantage  of  this 
class  of  drugs  is  that  they  have 
fewer  side-effects  than  the 
tricyclic  antidepressants,  thus 
enhancing  compliance  and 
enabling  more  patients  to  benefit 
from  the  treatment  say  SB. 

Improvements  in  patients' 
mood  is  usually  seen  within  the 
tirst  14  days  of  therapy  and  has  not 
been  seen  to  diminish  in  long  term 
therapy,  the  company  says. 
Manufacturer  Smithkline 
Beecham  Pharmaceuticals, 
Welwvn  Garden  City, 
Hertfordshire  AL71EY 
Description  Film-coated, 
modified  oval,  biconvex  tablets 
containing  paroxetine 
hydrochloride  equivalent  to  20mg 
(white)  or30mg  (blue)  paroxetine, 
and  engraved  "Seroxat  20"  or 
"30"  on  one  side  with  abreakline 
on  the  other 

Uses  Treatment  of  symptoms  of 
depressive  illness  of  all  types 
including  depression  accompanied 
by  anxiety 

Dosage  20mg  in  the  morning 
with  food,  increased  if  necessary 
in  increments  of  lOmg  to  a 
maximum  of  50mg  (40mg  in  the 
elderly),  and  swallowed  not 
chewed.  Not  recommended  in 


children.  Restricted  dosage  in 
severe  renal  or  hepatic 
impairment  (see  Data  Sheet) 
Contra-indications,  warnings 
etc  Known  hypersensitivity  to 
paroxetine.  Not  to  be  used  in 
pregnancy  or  by  nursing  mothers 
unless  potential  benefits  outweigh 
possible  risks.  Caution  with 
MAOIs,  history  of  mania,  oral 
anticoagulants,  cardiac  conditions, 
and  epilepsy.  Discontinue  if 
seizures  develop.  Caution 
patients  about  their  ability  to  drive 
a  car  and  operate  machinery. 
Interactions  possible  with 
tryptophan,  drug  metabolising 
enzyme  inducers/inhibitors, 
alcohol,  MAOIs,  lithium, 
pheny  foin/anticonvulsants ,  and 
warfarin  (see  Data  Sheet) 
Side-effects  Most  commonly 
nausea,  somnolence,  sweating, 
tremor,  asthenia,  dry  mouth, 
insomnia  and  sexual  dysfunction; 
may  decrease  with  continued 
treatment  (see  Data  Sheet) 
Packs  Two  calendar  strips  of  15 
tablets  (20mg  £33.90,  30mg 
£50.85,  both  prices  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  POM 
Product  licences  10592/0001 
(20mg),  /0002  (30mg) 
Issued  February  1991 

Lederle  are  introducing  a  new 

formulation  of  Audicort  which  has 
had  the  benzocaine  content 
removed,  in  line  with  BNF 
recommendations.  The  ear  drops 
have  also  been  repacked  in  a  new 
shaped  bottle  and  outer.  Lederle 
Laboratories.  Tel:  0329224000. 


Syntex  are  changing  the  packaging  of 
Syntaris  nasal  spray  24ml  from  a 
white  plastic  bottle  to  a  brown 
glass  bottle.  This  will  aid  patient 
compliance  by  enabling  them  to 
check  the  level  of  liquid  in  their 
bottles  so  they  will  know  when  to 
obtain  a  repeat  prescription,  say 
Svntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel: 
062833191. 

Cow  &  Gate's  Fortison  fibre,  (12  x 

5(X)ml  £24  trade)  launched  last 
Spring,  has  been  approved  by  the 
ACBS  as  a  borderline  substance. 
It  is  the  fourth  of  the  eight 
Fortison  naso-gastric  feed 
products  to  become  prescribable. 
Cow  &  Gate  Ltd.  Tel:  0225 
768381.^ 

Cambmac's  Dansac  soft  paste  (50g 
£2.48)  and  Karaya  paste  (50g 
£2.08,  both  prices  trade)  will  be 
included  in  the  Drug  Tariff  from 
March  1 .  Cambrnac  Instruments 
Ltd.  Tel:  0233  441144. 
Sandoz  have  revised  the  Data  Sheet 
for  Sandostatin  which  can  now  be 
administered  intravenously  in 
instances  where  a  rapid  response 
is  required,  such  as  carcinoid 
crises.  The  product  packaging  is 
also  being  amended.  Sandoz 
Pharmaceuticals.  Tel:  0276 
692255. 

Wyeth  have  made  further  changes 
to  the  markings  on  ampoules  of 
Robinul  neostigmine  injection 
(Script  Specials,  November  17, 
1 990) ,  to  further  improve  ease  of 
identification.  Each  ampoule  now 
has  a  long  green  label  around  the 
body  with  a  gap  down  one  side, 
through  wtiich  the  contents  can  be 
viewed.  In  addition,  there  is  a 
yellow  band  around  the  neck  of  the 
ampoule  and  two  white  bands 
around  the  top.  Wveth 
Laboratories.  Tel:  0628604377. 
Rorer  have  reformulated  Dioralyte , 
and  are  hailing  it  as  a  new 
generation  of  oral  rehydration. 
The  new  formula  —  containing 
sodium  60mmol/L,  and  glucose 
90mmol/L  —  has  an  osmolality  of 
240mosmol/kg  and  provides 
optimal  water  and  sodium 
absorption,  say  Rorer.  New 
natural  flavours,  chosen  by 
children,  are  plain,  blackcurrant 
and  citrus  sachets,  and  black- 
currant and  citrus  tablets.  Prices 
remain  the  same.  At  present,  only 
the  new  20  sachet  packs  are 
available,  say  Rorer  Pharma- 
ceuticals Ltd.  Tel:  032321422. 
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POUND 
DRIV 

(It'll  put  the  other  brands  in  the  rough). 


Faldo's  back.  Putting  Bic  Razors  upfront,  in  a  major 
national  TV  campaign  that  breaks  on  March  4th. 

There's  £1,000,000  of  TV  airtime  going  behind  the 
Bic  brand,  with  10  and  30  second  commercials  featuring 
Nick  Faldo  on  network  ITV  and  Channel  4.  And  that's  just 
the  start  of  a  championship  performance  for  Bic  Razor 
in  1991. 

When  Faldo  tees  off,  you  cash  in.  And  how's  that 
going  to  make  the  other  brands  feel? 

in  the  words  of  the  commercial,  rough,  rough,  rough. 


A  Champion  F^artnership 


Biro  Bic  Ltd,  Whitby  Avenue,  London  NW10  7SG  Telephone  081-965  4060, 


No.  1  recommended  brand 

New,  improved  tablet  formulation 

New  handy,  portable  sizes  of  tablets 
and  liquid 

Gavison  is  specifically  effective 
against  heartburn 

Ready  for  action 

Direct  promotional  campaign  to 
consumers  from  January  1991 

Customers  will  be  asking  you  for 
Gaviscon  by  name 

Have  the  new  packs  in  stock  and  on 
display 

Ask  your  representative  about  new 
consumer  information  and 
display  items 


For  customers  who  demand 
heartburn  i^lief 


rmacy  Prescribing  Information 

ve  Ingredients:  Liquid:  Sodium  Alginate  BPC  500mg,  Sodium  Bicarbonate  Ph. Eur.  267mg,  Calcium 
onate  Ph. Eur.  160mg  per  10ml  dose.  Gaviscon  250  Tablet:  Alginic  Acid  BPC  250mg,  Sodium 
rbonate  Ph. Eur.  85mg,  Aluminium  Hydroxide  Gel  BPC  50mg,  Magnesium  Trisilicate  Ph. Eur. 
mg  per  tablet.  Indications:  Gaviscon  Liquid:  Heartburn,  including  heartburn  of  pregnancy, 
lepsio  associated  with  gastric  reflux,  hiatus  hernia  and  reflux  oesophagitis.  Gaviscon  250:  Heartburn 
lacid  indigestion.  Contra-indications:  Nonel(nown.Dosagelnstructions:/1c'i/fconc/c/)//c/renoi'er/Z 


10-20ml,  children  6-12: 5-lOml  liquid  after  meals  and  at  bedtime.  Gaviscon  250  Tablets:  Adults  and  children 
over  12:  2  tablets  to  be  chewed  thoroughly  as  required.  Children  under  12:  not  recommended. 
Note:  10ml  liquid  contains  6.2mmol  sodium.  One  Gaviscon  250  tablet  contains  1.02mmoi  sodium. 
Both  liquid  and  tablet  forms  of  Gaviscon  are  sugar-free.  Product  Licence  Nos:  44/0058  Liquid 
Gaviscon.  44/0103  Gaviscon  250.  Further  information  is  available  on  request  from:  Reckitt  &  Colman 
Products,  Dansom  Lone,  Hull  HUB  7DS. "  Gaviscon  is  a  registered  trade  mark. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


The  art  of 
handcare 

Smith  &  Nephew  are  pr<)m()lin.L; 
their  Atrixo  handcare  range.  The 
promotion  is  to  support  Atrixo 
lotion  and  capitalises  on  the  1990 
"Art  of  Handcare"  television 
commercials. 

Leaflets  will  be  distributed  to  1 
million  current  hand  lotion  users 
on  February  11  offering  20p  off 
and  inviting  consumers  to  enter  a 
competition  with  the  chance  of 
winning  £1,000  to  spend  on 
mastering  the  artform  of  their 
choice.  The  closing  date  is  May 
30.  Smith  &  Nephew  Consumer 
Frodiuis  Ltd.  Tel:  021-3274750. 


Pretty  Pblly 
on  the  road 

Hoisery  manufacturer  Pretty 
Polly  are  going  on  the  road  with 
the  Clothes  Show  magazine 
throughout  the  coming  year. 

Pretty  Polly  are  sponsoring 
the  magazine's  "on  the  road" 
feature  for  which  local  fashion 
conscious  women  at  shopping 
centres  nationwide  are 
photographed.  The  company  will 
provide  the  participants  with 
tights  and  stockings. 

Each  feature  will  follow  a 
different  theme.  The  first,  held  at 
the  Arndale  centre  in  Luton,  is 
"Glamour." 

Marketing  director  Keith 
Bond  said:  "This  is  an  exciting 
venture  for  us.  Fashion  and 
hosiery  complement  and  enhance 
one  another,  so  this  is  a  beneficial 
way  to  promote  our  products  to  a 
fashion  conscious  audience." 
Pretty  Polly.  Tel:  0623552500. 

Aramis  have  added  two  products  to 
their  Lab  Series  Nutriplexx  hair 
care  range  for  men.  Energising 
scalp  treatment  (£20  50ml)  is 
fragrance  and  oil-free.  Nutriplexx 
hail'  and  scalp  protectmg  gel  SPF  8 
(£12)  is  a  protective  cream  gel  for 
all  hair  types.  It  contains 
sunscreens  to  protect  agjunst  UV- 
A  and  UV-B  rays.  The  company 
distributes  to  about  70  pharm- 
acies. Aramis.  Tel:  071-4999871. 


Lornamead  launch 
black  beauty  range 


Lornamead  are  launching  a  range 
of  cosmetics  specifically  for  dark 
skins.  Called  Tura,  the  brand  is 
UK-created  and  based.  All 
products  are  hypo-allergenic  and 
not  tested  on  animals,  say 
Lornamead,  and  prices  range 
from£2-£6. 

Colours  are  bold,  the 
foundation  is  oil-free,  and  blushers 
and  eye  shadows  come  with 
applicator  and  mirror.  There  is 
also  a  wide  choice  of  concealer 
wands. 


The  new  brand  will  be 
supported  by  a  £250,000 
advertising  campaign  to  include 
Press,  radio,  posters,  POS  and 
promotions. 

Packaging  is  midnight  blue 
with  the  trademark  in  silver.  In- 
store  support  includes  three 
display  units  with  showcards. 

Lip  and  eye  pencils  sell  at  £2, 
lipsticks  at  £3.50,  eye  shadow 
trios  at  £5.50  and  pressed  powder 
compacts  at  £6.  Tiiru 
lutenudioual.  Tel:  071-3775000. 


Lentheric  launch  trio 


trial  packs 


Lentheric  have  introduced  two 
trio  trial  packs  to  coincide  with 
their  launch  of  new  colour 
cosmetics. 

Retailing  at  £0.99  the  lipstick 
and  eye  shadow  trios  represent  an 
inexpensive  way  of  trying  out  the 
new  shades,  say  Lentheric.  And 
on  the  reverse  of  the  pack  they 
include  a  50p  off  coupon,  valid  for 
any  of  the  company's  cosmetics. 


The  trial  pack  comes  with 
merchandiser  and  showcard  with 
18  packs  of  eye  shadow  and 
lipstick  in  each.  The  lipsticks  are  in 
variations  of  red  and  the  eye 
shadows  in  champagne,  hyacinth 
and  rose. 

None  of  the  products  have 
been  tested  on  animals,  say 
Leutheric  Mornv  Ltd.  Tel:  0276 
62181. 


Original  Additions  are  offering  20  per 
cent  off  the  price  of  12  Grossmith 
soaps  —  £1.35  instead  of  £1.69.. 
Soaps  come  in  camelia,  lavender, 
white  rose,  and  cucumber  and 
witch  hazel.  Original  Adddions 
Ltd.  Tel:  081-5739907. 


Naturelle  cocoa  butter  cream  is  on 
special  offer.  Retailers  buying  ten 
packs  (250ml)  will  receive  two 
free,  making  the  price  £9.70 
instead  of  the  usual  £11.64. 
Original  Additions  Ltd.  Tel: 
081-5739907. 


Pharmacies 
get  Elbeo 

Following  the  launch  of  Robinson 
compression  hosiery,  the 
company  has  now  launched 
Elbeo 's  range  of  fashion  support 
hosiery  to  the  pharmacy  sector. 

At  present  worth  £24  million, 
the  market  for  fine  fashion  support 
hosiery  with  Lycra  is  creating  a 
revolution  in  the  hosiery  market. 

Latest  figures  estimate  that 
one  in  four  women  will  use  some 
form  of  fashion  support  hosiery 
during  their  lives,  and  the  profile 
for  regular  users  matches  that  of 
regular  pharmacy  customers,  the 
company  says. 

Elbeo's  range  of  fashion 
support  hosiery  consists  of 
Mirage  tights  and  stockings  (BSI 
support  factor  6)  giving  light 
support  with  a  15  denier 
appearance;  Sheer  Magic  tights 
(BSI  support  factor  7)  with  a  sheer 
appearance;  and  Sheer  Magic 
maternity  tights  (BSI  support 
factor  7). 

All  Elbeo  fashion  support 
hosiei7  cairies  the  BSI  circle.  The 
range  is  available  to  pharmacies 
exclusively  from  Robinson 
Healthcare.  To  support  the  launch 
the  company  has  an  introductorx' 
offer,  which  includes  a  free 
counter  and  floor  stand,  customer 
explanatory  leaflets  and  point  of 
sale  material.  Robinson 
Healthcare.  Tel:  0246220022. 


Noir  savings 

Rimmel  are  offering  savings  on 
their  Noir  male  fragrance  range 
from  March  3. 

Consumers  save  15  per  cent 
on  purchase  of  aftershave  {30ml), 
cream  shave  (100ml)  and  anti- 
perspirant  deodorant  spray 
(125rril).  The  products  ai"e  offered 
at  £9.99  instead  of  £11.75.  A£l 
voucher  is  attached  to  each 
product,  redeemable  on  the  next 
purchase  of  aftershave  (75ml  or 
125ml). 

The  promotion  pack  has  12 
aftershaves,  eight  cream  shaves, 
eight  anti-perspirant  sprays  and 
point  of  sale  material.  Rimmel 
International  Ltd.  Tel:  071-637 
1621. 
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If  you  think  any  other 


Evening  Primrose  Oil  has 
the  edge  on  EPOC, 
then  wed  like  to  sow  a 
few  seeds  of  doubt. 


EPOC  comes  from  the  Evening  Primrose 
Oil  Company,  one  of  the  first  and  most 
experienced  companies  in  this  field. 


The  Evening  Primrose  Oil  Company 
directly  controls  eatery  stage  of  cultivation  and 
production,  ensuring  the  quality  and  purity 
of  od  in  all  EPOC  products. 


Furthermore,  we  grow  virtually  all  our 
evening  primrose  crop  in  this  country,  making 
us  the  largest  producer  of  high  quality 
Evening  Primrose  Od  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


EPOC  Evening  Primrose  Od  contains 
over  10%  of  its  fatty  acids  as  GLA  (gamma- 
linolenic  acid)  and  includes  a  small  quantity 
of  Vitamin  E  to  maximise  its  availahilit\i  in 
the  body. 


A  nezv  'one-a-day' lOOOmg  capsule  has  been 
added  to  the  EPOC  range  to  give  your 
customers  even  more  choice. 


The  EPOC  range  has  been  relautiched  in 
attractive  packaging  to  transmit  this  message 
of  quality  to  your  aistomers. 


Finally,  we  are  spending  £300,000  on  a  consumer 
promotional  and  advertising  campaign  to  establish  EPOC 

Evening  Primrose  Oil  as  the  fmest  that  money  can  buy. 
So  stock  up  with  EPOC  now  and  watch  your  profits  grow. 
EPOC  -  from  the  Evening  Primrose  Oil  Company. 


EVENING 
PRIMROSE 


THEEVENI:' 


EIINING 
PRIMROSE 

TH  VITAMIN 

90  Capsules 


[  EVENING 
PRIMROSE 

'-.        WITH  VITAMIN  E 


•J  HE  Em■)(^\,  PKl  MROSn  OIL  TOMPANY 
  J' 

-J 


Evening  Primrose  Oil  Companv  Limited.  116-120  London  Road,  Oxford  OX3  9BA. 
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Philips  make  waves  in 
personal  care 


I'hilips  I  ).\l'  ,ire  iii\-esliii,L;  V7iii  mi 
.idverlisinj^  durin.u  U)91  .indintro- 
duein).;  new  iiroducts  to  their  li.iir 
,111(1  hody  ( ,ire  r,iii,L;e. 

In  the  li.iir  I  ,ire  sector  Philips 
,iie  inlrmlueinj^  two  i)r()duets  to 
meet  iiK'reasin.y  demand  lor 
pi  (  ilessioii.il  type  products  lor  use 
•  It  home.  Tlu'  ,t;as  Microturl. 
(VI  7.491  which  has  the  slimmi'st 
l),irrel  curriMitly  availabk',  sa\' 
I'hilips,  is  saiil  to  .yive  U^h[.  lonj^- 
lastin,u  curls  on  short  to  nk'dium 
len.Uth  hair. 

The  scHdiid  ,i(l(lilioii  is  the 
comhinalion  electric  brusli/tonj^ 
apiiliani'e,  which  will  rt'tail  at 
V7.;)^). 

Philips  sa\'  their  ( iei  imetru  ks 
iiiulli-styler,  hiuiuiied  ,it  the  end 
ol  l,isl  ye.ir.  is  si'llin.u  well  and  will 

Cacharel  ,ire  otti'i  in.u  a  free  sports 
shirt  w  ith  every  purch.ise  of  iheir 
L  .11  li,irel  Pmir  1'  I  lomnie  eau  de 
loik'tte  (V'L'I  lor  ilOiiiD.TIuM -shirt 
is  pi'eseiited  ill  a  colTret  with  a 
.'idml  tri.il  si/e  ol'  hody  shampoo 
,iiul  hody  s|)l,isli  honi  the  new 
Tonic  r.in.ue  also  included  in  the 
|),ick.  rirsfi^L;cX-  CoIIciIidhs .  Tel: 
1171  !i:i7  7'Jli7. 


be  supported  by  furthei 
a(.lvertismH  over  the  year.  ,iIoii,l; 
with  the  new  Microcurl. 

Plans  are  complete  for  the  full 
inlroduction  of  the  new  body  care 
ranj.;t',  say  Philips.  New  to  the 
market  is  the  hydro-massaj^er. 
Displays  have  been  produced  for 
the  ranye  of  facial  sauna,  foot  b.ath, 
hydro-massaf^er  and  rech,irue,ibk' 
body  massaf^er. 

In  the  sliawr  sector  new 
produits  lor  Pliilisliave  are 
l)l.inned  in  addition  to 
"hea\ywt'i,L;lit  aiK'ertisin.L;"  and 
promotions. 

.A  si'coiid  lele\'ision  c.inip.ii.uii 
IS  ))lanned  lor  tlu'  Lad\shave 
f(  ilk iw  inji  the  success  ( if  the  |)astel 
ninj^e  kiunched  last  Summer. 
I'hiUips  n.M'.  Trl:  081-6892166. 


A  new  report  focuses  on  marketing 
stratej^v  for  (dsnudics  and 
toiletries  in  ivurope.  It  an.ilyses 
and  forecasts  eij^ht  sectors  of  the 
ni.irki't  in  Europe:  skincare,  hair 
care,  fragrances,  cosmetics, 
b.ilhroom  products,  deodorants, 
men's  shavinj^  products  and  oral 
hv.yiene.  Frost  &  SiiUiriDi.  Tel: 

(i7T7:in:u:i8. 


John  Frieda 

fight 
dandruff 

John  l'"neda  havi'  introduced  an 
intensive  dandruff  rej^ime 
comprisiii}.;  shampoo  and  leave-m 
conditioner  and  scalp  treatment. 

The  system  is  designed  to 
work  between  as  well  as  durinj^ 
I'acli  shampoo,  say  John  Frieda. 

The  shampoo  contains 
octopirox,  vitamin  E  and 
panthenol.  The  condituiner  also 
conlaiiis  octopirox  and  panthenol 
for  d.indruff  with  rosemary  and 
,iloe  \'er,i. 

The  anti-dandruff  shampoo 
costs  £3.9,5  lor  2,5()ml  and  the 
leave-ill  conditioner  and  scalp 
treatment  £3. 50  for  l,5()inl.  /olui 
Fnedd.  Tel:  071-6:^6  1401. 


Clairol's  new 


Finale 


Cl.iirol  have  repackaj^ed  their 
Finale  ranj^e  of  hairsprays.  The 
lU'w  packs  are  ivoi7  coloured  with 
a  transparent  plastic  lid  and 
I  (iiitc'iiipororay  style  graphics. 

The  company  is  backinj^  the 
ran,ue  with  a  (i  million  advertising 
caiii|jaign.  Promotional  activity 
planned  includes  extra  value  packs 
in  March-April  and  July-August. 
Consumers  will  be  able  to 
purchase  a  225ml  bottle  for  the 
price  of  the  2()()ml  size. 

in  May  the  125ml  Finale^  pack 
will  carry  a  3()i)  coupon, 
r(.'(.let'mabie  at  anv  pharmacv. 
Bnstiil-Mvers  Cn  iJd.  Tel:  l)8i)5 
6:i'n»ll. 

Allergen  are  running  a  special 
promotion  on  their  Kens  ['ins 
aerosol  saline  range  tlirough 
I'niciiem,  with  5  per  cent  off 
normal  trade  prices.  Allergen 
optiuil.  Tel:  (1-194  444722. 


WYETH  5  REGULAR  TELEPHONE 
SERVICE  ENSURED  YOU  NEVER 
RUN  GHORT  OF  OUR  QUAL/TY 
6ENER/C  PROOUCTS  


RING  US  ON 

(0628)  604377 
extn.  4519 
or  let  us  call  you  on  o 
regular  basis 

WYETH 


GENERICS 


QUALITY  ASSURED 
SERVICE  ASSURED 

Wyeth  Laboratories,  Topiow,  Maidenhead,  Berks 

"trade  mark 
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For  some  of  your  customers 

this  is  a 
Chamber  of  Horrors 


M 


lACTOMITE 


icroscopic  House  Dust  Mites  can't  be 
seen  with  the  naked  eye,  yet  they  are 
found  in  every  home  in  Britain.  They  live 
on  the  skin  scales  shed  by  humans  and 
animals,  and  are  found  in  the  greatest 
ambers  in  the  mattresses  and  soft  furnishings  of 
jdrooms.  Despite  their  size  House  Dust  Mites  are  a 
;rious  problem.  It's  been  clinically  proven  that  they 
please  potent  allergens  into  the  air, 
hich  are  major  'trigger'  factors  in 
sthma  and  allergic  conditions  such 
5  Perennial  Rhinitis  and  Eczema. 
[0,  for  some  of  your  customers,  the 
droom  can  be  a  dangerous  place. 
New  Actomite 
destroys  the  threat 
Actomite  is  an  easy-to-use, 
ffective,  CFC-free  spray.  It  is 
roven  to  destroy  House  Dust  Mites, 


ACTOMITE 

Actively  Controls 
House  Dust  Mites 


their  larvae  and  eggs  so  thoroughly  that  their  numbers 
are  significantly  reduced  for  up  to  three  months. 
Actomite  is  spreading  the  word 

A  £500k  initial  launch  campaign  will  explain  the 
danger  of  House  Dust  Mites  and  the  solution 
nationwide,  through  full  colour  advertisements  in  the 
Women's  and  Parental  press  and  informative 
FREE  leaflets. 

100  Gold  Cross  and  Searle 
Representatives  will  be  telling  the 
compelling  story  to  Hospital 
Specialists  and  GPs  too,  combined 
with  impactful  advertising  in  the 
medical  press. 

Stock  and  recommend  Actomite  now, 
help  your  customers  to  protect 
themselves  and  their  families 
against  the  threat  of  the  House 
Dust  Mite. 

Searle  Consumer  Products 


tomite  is  a  trademark  of  G.D.  Searle  8t  Co 


Exclusively  Through  Chemists 


PO  Box  53,  Lane  End  Road,  High  VVvcombe, 
Buckinghamshire  HPr2  4HL, 


UNTERPOINTS 


A  sweeter 
sense  of 
humour 

Crookes  HtMllhcirc  have  a  new 
television  advert  for  Sweetex  withi 
more  emphasis  on  healthy  eating 
and  less  on  slimming. 

The  advert  features 
humourous  snippets  of  a  cross 
section  of  people,  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes.  It  runs  from  now  until 
September. 

Sweetex  product  manager 
Amanda  Wright  says:  "What  we 
have  gone  for  is  an  advert  that  is 
fun,  contemporan,'  and  up-tempo. 
Gone  is  the  old  image,  beloved  by 
many  slimming  product 
manufacturers,  of  a  skinny,  legg>' 
model  with  a  tape-measure  round 
her  waist.  Our  research  has 
shown  that  this  was  guaranteed  to 
turn  people  off." 

The  advert  forms  part  of  a 
campaign  including  Press 
competitions,  a  booklet  for 
diabetics  and  a  sampling 
programme.  Crookes  Healthcare 
Ltd.  Tel:  0602507431. 


Brushing  with 
colour 

Lady  Jayne  have  introduced  a 
range  of  12  colourful  hairbrushes 
called  Chintz. 

The  range  consists  of  a  mbber 
cushion  brush,  large  and  small 
radial,  and  small  vent  brush  all 
with  the  Chintz  design.  Each  has 
a  matching  "supergrip"  handle. 

The  range  comes  with  a 
display  unit  and  showcard. 
LaitghtoH  &  Sons  Ltd.  Tel: 
021-474  520L 


Growing 
sanpro 
market 

Sales  of  sanitary  protection 
products  amounted  to  £150  million 
in  1989,  according  to  the 
Association  of  Sanitary  Protection 
Manufacturers  (ASPM)  in  their 
1990  briefing  notes. 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 
B  Border 
BSB  Bntish  Sky 
Brciadcastint; 
C  Cf  ntral 

CTV  Channel  Islands 
LWT  London  Weekend 

C4  Channel  4                   T\'-am  Breakfast  Television 

U  I  'Ister                         STV  Scotland  (central) 

G  (Iranada                        V  Yorkshire 

A  Anglia                         HTV  Wales  &  West 

TSW  South  West               TVS  South 

TTV  Thames  Television      TT  Tyne  Tees 

B.D.  Digital  Thermometers: 

LWT.TTV  &  C4 

Beecham  Coughcaps: 

All  areas 

Benylin:         GTV.U,STV,BTV,G,Y,C,HTV,CTV,TT,C4  &  TV-am 

Benylin  Day  &  Night: 

A,HTV.TSW,TVS,LWT  &  TTV 

Finesse: 

C,G,STV,HTV,TVS 

Garlic  Pearls: 

Y,A 

Gillette  Sensor: 

All  areas 

Impulse: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Inoven: 

All  areas 

Just  for  Men: 

All  areas  except  TVam 

Lanacane  Cream: 

STV,  HTV,  C4 

Libra  Bodyform: 

All  areas  except  CTV.LWT.TTV  &  C4 

Mentadent  toothpaste: 

All  areas  except  CTV, TVS  &  TV-am 

Mucron: 

All  areas 

Nurofen: 

All  areas 

Otrivine: 

All  areas 

Panadol  Extra: 

All  areas 

Sensodyne  toothpaste: 

GTV,U,BTV,C4 

Seven  Seas  Berries: 

All  areas 

Seven  Seas  Pure  Cod  Liver  Oil:                                        All  areas 

Slim  Fast: 

C4  &  TV-am 

Timotei  shampoo: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Vaseline  Intensive  Care  Lotion:            All  areas  except  U.TVS  &  TV-am 

Veno's: 

All  areas 

The  market  for  towels, 
including  pant  liners,  increased  to 
£82m,  and  for  tampons  it  rose  to 
£68m. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  average 
British  woman  spends  £10.61  a 
year  on  sanitary  protection 
products  with  56  per  cent  opting 
for  towels  and  44  per  cent  for 
tampons. 

Following  increased  publicity 
of  toxic  shock  syndrome  (TSS) 
manufacturers  of  tampons  have 
added  a  notice  advising  women  to 
read  the  instruction  leaflet  care- 
full  v.  .-XSPM.  Tel:  071-7295456. 


Scott  free 

Scott  are  offering  money  back  on 
their  Scotties  200s  big  value,  65 
per  cent  recycled  packs. 

The  promotion,  which  runs 
during  February  and  March,  is 
called  "cash  windfall",  and  offers 
consumers  the  chance  to  claim  up 
to  £5  back  with  proofs  of 
purchase.  The  offer  is  the  first 
stage  in  the  product's  support 
campaign  for  the  vear.  Scott  Ltd. 
Tel:  0342327191. 


Pharmacy  top 
for  suncare 
purchases 

Over  three-quarters  of 
consumers  buy  their  sun 
protection  products  from 
pharmacies,  according  to  a  survey 
by  Roc  Laboratoires. 

And  more  consumers  consult 
their  pharmacist  about  how  to 
treat  sunburn  than  consult  their 
doctor,  although  nearly  half  of 
those  suffering  from  sunburn  did 
nothing  at  all. 

The  survey  found  that  the 
under  34s  are  the  keenest 
sunbathers  and  their  behaviour  is 
putting  them  at  risk  of  long  term 
damage  from  sun  exposure.  When 
on  holiday  in  a  hot  climate,  over  60 
per  cent  stayed  in  the  sun  longer 
than  four  hours  and  one-fifth  more 
than  six  hours,  so  failing  to  avoid 
the  most  dangerous  hours  of  sun 
exposure  between  ll-3pm. 

Presenting  the  results  to  a 
Press  conference  last  week,  Dr 
David  Fenton,  a  dermatologist  at 
St  Thomas'  Hospital,  was  also 
concerned  about  the  sun's  ill 
effects  on  children,  who  were 
particularly  at  risk  of  developing 
skin  cancers  in  later  life  from 
overexposure  when  young.  Sun 
exposure  under  the  age  of  six 
months  is  not  recommended, 
because  the  skin  is  more 
permeable. 

The  older  respondents  in  the 
survey  (aged  44  and  over)  were 
found  to  be  more  sensible  about 
sunbathing  and  considered  total 
sun  bk)cks  to  be  more  important. 
The  survey  was  conducted  by 
questionnaires  available  from 
pharmacies.  Roc  Laboratories. 
Tel:  071-823  9223. 


SCOTCHEM  CORNEi 


Win  a 
computer 

Organisers  of  Scotchem 
Exhibition,  MGB,  will  be  giving 
away  an  IBM  compatible  AT  type 
computer  in  a  prize  drawer  at  the 
event  in  March. 

The  system  has  a  42  Mb  hard 
disk,  3. Sin  floppy  disk  and  14in 
amber/black  monochrome 
monitor.  It  has  two  serial  ports, 
two  parallel  slots.  It  also  has  a  two 
year  on-site  warranty. 

Part  of  the  prize  is  a  Panasonic 
KX-P1180  dot  iTiatrix  printer. 

The  computer  and  printer 
would  normally  cost  £2,000.  To 
enter  the  prize  draw  all  you  need 
to  do  is  register  at  Scotchem. 
MGB  Exhibitions  Ltd.  Tel: 
081-302  7205. 


Jones  Packaging  are  showing  their 
range  of  pharmaceutical  packaging 
for  the  pharmacy.  Their  range 
includes  script  bags,  tear-off 
counter  bags,  shopping  carriers 
and  jewellers'  bags.  Jones 
Packaging  Ltd.  Tel:  0222  747676. 
Anglo  European  Health  are  exhibiting 
their  new  NPA  approved 
Quickread  cholesterol  testing 
system.  The  machine  gives 
results  in  three  minutes  on  an 
LED  display.  The  starter  pack 
includes  full  training.  The 
company  are  also  showing  their 
computerised  weighing  machine. 
Anglo  European  Health.  Tel: 
061-7662313. 

Duncan  McLean,  trading  as  D.M. 
Stocktakers,  are  displaying  their 
latest  microtechnology  system  for 
pharmaceutical  stocktaking  — 
ideal,  they  say,  for  any  size  of 
business.  Duncan  McLean  &  Co. 
Tel:  0844-218071. 
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How  Asi  lone 
succeeds 
where  others 
don't 


Asilon^ 


Ackhtv 

I  li'dl  lblll  ll 


Asilone 


y\(  itlilV 


Unlike  products  that  simply  block 
reflux  by  rafting  action,  Asilone  attacks 
the  cause  of  indigestion  and 
heartburn:  excess  acid. 
It  neutralises  gastric  acid  and 
combats  wind,  whilst  gently  soothing 
the  stomach  lining 

The  balanced  formula  of  Asilone 
Liquid  offers  both  fast  action  and  a 
lasting  effect.  In  addition,  Asilone  is 
extremely  low  in  sodium,  which  makes 
It  suitable  for  people  oi";  low-sodium 
diets. 

This  IS  why  so  many  doctors 
prescribe  Asilone.  And  why  it's  the 
leading  pharmacy  antacid. 

Your  recommendation 
for  indigestion 


r  W 


Pure  CLO  now 

one-a-day 

St'\t'll   Sf.ls  lOll  oil, 

Iki'iised  lor  i't'lif\in,i;  joint  p.iins 
;iiul  stillik'ss.  Is  now  ,i\',iil;ihk-  m 
lii.i;h  stifii,mli  oii(.'-,i-cl.iy  capsules. 

Thf  liiu'  li.is  heen  produced  in 
respoiisf  to  consumer  demand  for 
a  more  coin  eiiieiit  form  of  cod 
li\  er  oil  capsules.  sa\'  Se\  en  Seas. 
()ne-a-da\  ca|)sules  come  in 
monthh  ,ind  t\vo-monthl\' 
calendar  bulible  packs  C^O  i'L'.5^), 

i'roniotional  suppoit  loi"  the 
one-.i-day  ca|)sules  includes  yiant 
tlispl.iy  p<icks.  new  show  caixis 
ami  national  tidexision  ami 
ma.L;azine  .uK  ertisinj^. 

There  w  ill  also  he  pharmacy 
t'oinpetitions.  consumer  prockict 


Seven 
Seas* 


HIGH  STRENGTH 
PVSECODUVEROIL 
V  ONEA'DAY 
^  CAPSULES 
for  tbe  relief  of 
Joint  Pains  &saffness 


— 


oilers  and  media  actixity  centnn.y 
on  a  charitN'  event  for  arthritis 
sufferers  at  the  Royal  National 
Hospital  for  [-Rheumatic  Diseases, 
Fjath.  Scroi  Seas  Health  Cure  Ltd. 
Tel:  l)4S2  75'j:i4. 


Rimmel  look  again 
to  independents 


Rimmel  ha\'e  ajjijomted  Sue 
I'pshall  to  trade  sector  mana.i^'er, 
dealinji  specifically  with  the 
independent  pharmacist  sector 
and  concentratin.y  on  the  "Total 
c|ualit\  "  campai.yn  launched  last 
year  (C;t-/Muly  1^1  p%). 

She  I'ommeiiled:  ''I  am 
deli,uhled  to  lake  up  this  cluilleiiKe. 
We  ha\e  a  major  opportunitx'  to 
imi)ro\'e  the  c|uality  of  our  ser\  i( c 
I  oimnumcation   with  ilie 


and 


independent  pharmacy. " 

The  company  is  studymti  the 
results  of  a  survey  carried  out 
amon.u  4,0(10  of  its  trade 
customers,  mvitiiij.;  them  to 
comnu'iit  on  all  as|)ects  of 
Rimniel's  business.  ,\Ian\'  of  the 
comments  wliicli  were  m.ide 
related  to  display  stands,  which 
Rimmel  are  currently  considering. 
Rniinitl  I  iiliiii/itioHiil .  Til: 
li7Ti):;7  Ih^L 


Easter  egg 
pre-sell 

I'nichem  ha\  e  introduced  a  Mai's 
Easter  pre-sell  to 

pli.irmacists. 

The  selection  on  offer  includes 
TwiK  en^.  Snickers  e^g.  Mars 
lar,t,'e  ej^j^  and  Easter  selection. 
F\)pular  lines  including  Milky  Way 
egg,  Mars  snack  size,  M&M  fun 
size  and  Maltesers  fun  size  are 
available  at  t9.15  in  packs  of  12. 

Maltesers  pottery  eggs  are 
offered  at  i,T4.(i6  for  a  pack  of  six 
and  the  fun  size  selection  egg  is 
available  at  i,T4.35  for  ten.  A  72 
hour  delivery  service  is 
guaranteed  by  Mars.  Unichcni 
pie.  Tel:  081-391  2323. 

The  newly  formed  company  Opal  Products 

h.i\'t'  bought  \',ile  of  lle.ilth 
Organic  Products  and  have 
formed  a  distribution  agreement 
with  Finders  International, 
manufacturers  of  Dead  Sea 
Magik.  Orders  for  either  Dead 
Sea  Magik  or  \'ale  r)f  Health 
products  should  now  be  sent  to 
Opal.  Tel:  lhSl-S61  bl.Sl. 


Win  a  place 
in  the  sun 

Warner-Lambert  are  running  a 
competition  for  pharmacy 
assistants  with  the  star  prize  being 
a  fortnight's  holiday  in  thi' 
Bahamas  for  two.  For  runners  up 
there  are  2H  Hanimex  cameras  on 
offer. 

To  enti-r,  assistants  have  to 
propose  a  course  of  action  lor  a 
variety  of  customers  with  cold  and 
flu  symptoms. 

The  competition  is  open  to 
assistants  m  all  2iS  Warner- 
Lambert  sales  territories. 
\V(iniei-L(inibe)1  Health  Care. 
Tel:  071)3  6205(1(1. 


Pearl  Drops  tooth  polish  and  Smokers 
1  +  1  ,ire  being  advertised  in  two 
new  television  regions.  The 
■'kiss"  commercial  will  run  for 
four  weeks  in  Thames,  starting 
February  11,  and  in  Ulster  from 
Februarv'  18.  The  target  audience 
will  be  young  women  who  are  key 
purchasers  of  these  products,  sav 
Carter  Wallaee.  Tel:  03(13 
S:'^(ih(}l. 


Holiday  with 
Kodacolor 

Kodak  .iie  running  a  Spring 
promotion  offering  free  hotel 
accommodation  for  holiday- 
makers. 

.\  "hotel  directory"  lolour 
brochure  is  distributed  with  each 
twin  pack  of  Kodacok)r  Gold.  The 
customer  can  choose  where  they 
want  to  stay  from  the  brochure 
and  make  the  booking. 

Each  twin  pack  entitles  tlu' 
customer  to  up  to  two  free  nights 
accommodation  tor  up  to  two 
peo|jle.  With  an  extra  roll  of  the 
film  they  can  stay  on  for  a  third 
night. 

Destinations  include  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  Wales  and  the  North  East, 
<ind  there  are  hotels  for  sports  and 
leisure,  fishing,  golf  and  walking 
breaks.  Kodak  Ltd.  Tel:  0442 
01122. 


Agfa  offer 
special  deal 

.\gfa  all'  running  a  DX;1' 
promotion  for  both  dealers  and 
darkroom  enthusiasts. 

Dealers  buying  special  packs 
of  200  mixed  XR(j  negative  films 
w  ill  be  given  vouchers  worth  50p 
off  D&lModistnbute  with  the  film. 
A  condition  of  the  voucher  is  that 
the  film  comes  back  to  the  same 
retailer  for  processing. 

In  a  sejjarate  |)r<imotion, 
customers  who  purchase 
.Multicontrast  for  Brovira  Speed 
l)hologra|jhic  paper  will  receive  a 
free  .Agfapan  100  1.H2 -20  exposure 
lilm.  P)i)th  offers  will  run  until 
.March  1.  .[^hi  Gevaert.  Tel: 
OSl -560  2131. 


Faldo  tees  off 


for  Bic 


(jolfing  star  Nick  F'aldo  features  m 
Bic's  latest  television  campaign 
which  breaks  on  March  4. 

The  company  has  invested  I'l 
million  in  the  latest  campaign. 

Sales  director  Gerry  Burgess 
says:  "The  success  of  our  'taster' 
advertisement  schedule  last  year 
gives  us  every  confidence  in 
launching  this  next  stage."  Bira 
BieLtd.  Tel:  081-965  4060. 

Torbetol  acne  lotion  has  been 
reformulated  and  now  contains 
cetnmide  0.7  per  cent  and 
chlorhexidine  gluconate  solution 
0.75  percent.  Tiirhet Lahorahines 
Ltd.  Tel:  0622  7l)2269. 


Baby  heat 
monitor 

•A  lic|Uid  crystal  thermometer  for 
monitoring  babies'  temperatures 
was  due  to  be  featured  on  BBC 
television's  '  'Tomorrow's 
World"  on  Thursday,  after  C&D 
went  to  Press. 

.Made  by  Lic|uid  Crystal 
Devices  Ltd,  the  newborn  baby 
thermometer  (£'4. 95)  is  placed 
between  the  mattress  and  the 
baby's  upper  body  next  to  the 
skin,  then  left  for  a  few  minutes  to 
allow  the  baby  to  settle  and  for  the 
reading  to  stabilise.  Beknv-normal 
figures  show  in  a  blue  band, 
normal  figures  in  a  yellow  band 
{.30-35C)  and  above-normal 
figures  in  a  red  band  (38-41C). 

Parents  are  advised  to  get  to 
know  their  baby's  normal 
temperature  by  taking  it  regularly 
and  recording  it.  Any  deviation 
may  then  indicate  a  possible  upset 
in  the  baby's  health  so  that 
appropriate  action  can  be  taken  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  thermometer  will  be 
advertised  in  the  parental  Press, 
starting  in  this  month's  Practical 
Health.  It  is  available  direct  from 
Liquid  Ciystal  Derices  Ltd.  Tel: 
081-42315070. 


New  look 
Stoppers 

Charwell  Pharmaceuticals  are 
introducing  a  new  look  for  their 
anti-smoking  products.  Stoppers. 

The  pack  is  a  slimline, 
attractively  coloured  container, 
says  the  company,  and  the 
graphics  have  been  updated  to 
present  a  more  modem  consumer 
image. 

Graphics  depicting  smoke 
swirls  with  the  familiar  "No 
smoking"  symbol  are  repeated  on 
the  displax'  outer  which  holds  24 
packs. 

The  new  pack  will  be  available 
from  the  end  of  February  to 
coincide  with  National  No 
Smoking  Day  on  March  13.  In 
addition,  new  advertisements  will 
also  be  running  from  March,  say 
Charivell  Phaniiai  eiitie(ds  Ltd. 
Tel:  0420  84801. 
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SHOW  REPORT 


Quality  compensates  for  reduced 
attendance  at  Premiere 

With  many  potential  visitors  grounded  by  the  threat  of  Iraqi-inspired  terrorist  attacks  on  air  travellers,  exhibitors  at 
the  Premiere  trade  fair  in  Frankfurt  last  week  were  putting  on  a  brave  face,  expressing  satisfaction  with  the 

credentials  of  those  who  did  show  up  on  their  stands. 


To  the  first-time  visitor, 
Premiere,  now  in  its  second  year, 
is  more  like  three  fairs  in  one.  The 
major  product  areas  covered  by 
the  fair  —  paper,  office  supplies, 
stationery;  perfumery,  cos- 
metics, drugstore  and  hair  salon 
requisites;  and  gifts  —  appear  to 
have  little  in  common,  apart  from 
once  having  been  under  the 
umbrella  of  the  Frankfurt  Spring 
Fair,  the  larger  "half"  of  which, 
the  chiefly  housewares  Ambiente, 
follows  in  February. 

Organisers  Messe  Frankfurt 
were  playing  down  the  effect  of 
the  Gulf  War  on  attendance,  but 
they  admitted  it  was  going  to 
prove  difficult  to  match  1990's 
42,000  visitors,  of  whom  33  per 
cent  came  from  outside  Germany. 

Premiere  organiser  Walter 
Haufer  estimated  on  day  three  of 
the  fair  that  the  number  of 
German  visitors  was  down  5-10 
per  cent,  due  largely  to  the 
economic  situation  following 
reunification.  He  said  the  number 
of  airborne  visitors  was  down  by 
up  to  15  per  cent  —  less  than  had 
been  predicted  at  the  start  of  the 
fair. 

Exhibitors  on  the  two  15,000 
sq  m  floors  of  Hall  4,  the 
cosmetics  hall  were,  however, 
estimating  a  drop  of  between  30 
and  40  per  cent  on  last  year. 
Planes  landing  in  Frankfurt  were 
barely  half  full.  The  Americans 
were  conspicuous  by  their  almost 
total  absence,  and  the  number  of 
Japanese  visitors  was  well  down. 

Among  British  firms  at  the 
show,  a  number,  including  Addis 
and  buyers  from  Boots,  travelled 
by  land  and  ferry  to  Frankfurt 
following  company  bans  on  air 
travel  by  staff. 

Cosmetics  giants  Lancome 
and  Marbert,  tmmpeted  last  year 
as  major  first-time  exhibitors, 
again  flanked  the  main  entrance, 
offering  hospitality  to  invited 
agency  representatives  on  their 
large  stands.  Pride  of  place  too  on 
the  main  aisle  went  to  Kanebo  and 
Gianfranco  Ferre.  Some  smaller 
French  cosmetic  and  perfume 
houses  were  well  represented  in 
a  national  grouping  of  stands,  but 
the  show  could  do  with  more 
really  big  names  if  it  is  to  fulfil  the 
organisers'  aim  of  becoming  the 
European  trade  fair  for  cosmetics 
and  perfumery. 

UK  exhibitors  seemed  united 
in  their  view  of  the  show :  visitors 
down,  but  the   "quality"  of 


inquiries  made  the  trip 
worthwhile.  First-time  exhibitors 
Celsius  International,  on  the  look 
out  for  a  German  agency, 
reported  '  'a  few  good  inquiries" . 
Sales  of  Celsius  are  going  well  in 
Scandinavia  and  the  Middle  East, 
said  chief  executive  Mike  Jatania. 

Show  regulars  Laughtons 
were  exhibiting  their  Manicare 
sundries  range  for  the  first  time  in 
Europe.  According  to  export  sales 
manager  David  Roberts,  UK  sales 
of  Manicare  display  stands  are 
above  expectations  and  the 
company  has  high  hopes  for  the 
product  filling  a  similar  gap  in 
Europe,  providing  in  one  range  all 
the  bits  and  pieces  that  tend  to 
clutter  pharmacy  shelves. 

Another  first  timer,  Steven 
Barker,  the  regional  director  of 
Dep  International,  said  companies 
taking  orders  would  be  the  most 
disappointed  by  the  attendance. 
"We  have  made  some  new 
contacts  and  they  appear  to  be 
good  quality,"  he  said.  "We've 
seen  most  of  the  people  we 
expected  to  see,  except  for  the 
Americans." 

Another  company  on  the  look 
out  for  distributors  was  Original 
Additions.  Among  their  new 
products  on  show,  including  some 
still  in  development,  were  an 
Elegant  Touch  ear  stickers  range 
—  stick-on  jewellery  for  those 
with  allergy  problems  and  the 
teenage  market  —  and  a  range  of 
coloured  nail  treatments  under  the 
Ultimate  label.  "We're  looking  for 
a  German  distributor  but  he  hasn't 
arrived  yet,"  product 
development  manager  Jo  Morgan 
told  Ct&Z)  on  day  three  of  the 
show. 

Richards  &  Appleby  export 
manager  Bryn  Williamson  said  a 
lot  more  crosswords  were  being 
completed  at  this  year's  fair.  "It's 
been  slow,  but  the  people  who 
have  been  here  have  been 
quality,"  he  said.  "It's  always 
useful  to  attend  because  we  see  a 
lot  of  overseas  people  you 
wouldn't  othewise  have  a  chance 
to  contact." 

Linco-Impex  export  manager 
Robert  Bigio  was  pleased  with  the 
response  to  his  stand,  with 
suncare  range  Calypso  starting  to 
sell  well  abroad. 

Neil  Clowes,  of  Manchester- 
based  cosmetics  manufacturers 
Tuesdays  Girl,  was  happier  with 
the  position  of  his  stand  this  year. 
The  company  exports  90  per  cent 


i'  M  .nil  11 

Celsius  International  chief  exeeiitire  Mike  Jatania  (right)  and  export 
manager  Nigel  Palmer,  demonstrate  a  commitment  to  exhibiting 
Celsius  with  their  first  appearance  at  Premiere 


of  its  output,  mainly  to  Europe  and 
Australasia,  but  a  recent  tie-up 
with  Dana  Perfumes  should 
produce  sales  in  the  UK  too. 

Milo  Cosmetics  export  sales 
executive  John  Ratcliffe's 
comments  were  typical  of  many. 
"We  haven't  seen  that  many 
people,  but  from  the  inquiries  we 
should  get  some  very  good 
business  through  the  year,"  He 
too  had  missed  the  Americans. 
' '  We  were  expecting  to  see  the  K- 
Marts  here.  But  they  just  aren't 
travelling,"  he  said. 

For  Messe  Frankfurt,  Dr 
Wolfgang  Kater  said  the  success 
of  the  first  two  years  of  Premiere 
proved  the  wisdom  of  splitting  the 
Spring  Fair. 

Premiere  1991  boasted  2,029 
exhibitors,  up  6  per  cent  on  last 
year,  covering  132,000sq  m,  with 
48  per  cent  coming  from 
Germany.  Some  98  firms  made 
the  trip  from  the  UK:  office  and 
stationery  suppliers  provided  the 
bulk,  but  there  were  20  in  the 
cosmetic  halls. 

For  many  exhibitors,  the  end 
of  the  show  was  time  to  pack  up 
and  prepare  for  the  Spring  Fair  in 
Birmingham  the  next  week.  Bi7n 
Williamson  for  one  reckons  the 
show  timing  is  good,  making  an 
even  better  excuse  for  making  the 
trip  from  America  and  the  Far 
East. 


Ldiighton  '.s  export  sales  manager 
1  >arid  Roberts  with  the  Manicare 
stand,  making  its  European 
debut  at  the  fair 
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Requests  for  information  and 
treatments  for  eye  disorders  are 
frequently  encountered  by 
community  pharmacists.  While 
treatment  available  over  the 
counter  is  limited,  pharmacists 
have  an  important  role  to  play  in 
giving  advice  and  also  in 
identifying  those  more  serious 
disorders  which  need  referral. 
Therefore  this  update  article  will 
concentrate  not  only  on  common 
eye  infections,  but  also  on  how  to 
recognise  the  more  serious 
disorders. 

Whatever  condition  the  patient 
presents  with  at  the  pharmacy 
there  are  a  number  of  essential 
questions  which  the  pharmacist 
should  ask: 

1.  How  old  is  the  patient?  Eye 

infections  in  infants  should  be 
referred  to  the  doctor  especially 
where  the  child  is  under  one 
month  old.  It  may  be  necessar\' 
for  the  doctor  to  inform  the  Public 
Health  Authorities,  as  in  cases  of 
"red  eye"  of  gonococcal  origin. 

2.  Has  vision  been  affected?  Eye 
infections  such  as  styes  and 
conjunctivitis  do  not  affect  vision. 
This  does  not  include  the  affect  of 
watery  secretions  in  allergies  and 
infections  w^hich  may  cause 
temporary  blurring  of  vision. 
When  eyesight  is  affected,  more 
serious  disorders  are  indicated 
such  as  glaucoma  (where  vision 
may  be  lost  gradually  and  coloured 
haloes  seen  around  lights), 
intraoccular  haematoma  and 
retinal  detachment.  In  any  case  of 
visual  disturbance  the  patient 
should  be  referred  primarily  to  an 
ophthalmic  optician  or  in 
emergencies  to  the  accident  and 
emergency  department  of  the 
local  hospital. 

3.  Is  there  any  pain?  In  less  serious 
eye  infections  pain  is  more  in  the 
form  of  an  irritation  or  the  feeling 
of  grittiness  or  of  "something  in 
the  eye".  In  more  serious 
disorders  pain  is  felt  deep  in  the 
eye  as  a  dull  ache  or  a  sharp 
stabbing  pain,  which  may  be 
accompanied  by  nausea.  A  patient 
complaining  of  pain  as  opposed  to 
discomfort  should  always  be 
referred. 

4.  Is  the  eye  watering?  Excess 
lacrimation  is  caused  by  the 
stimulation  of  lacrimal  glands  and 
is  an  indication  of  infection  or 
irritants  present  in  the  eye. 

5.  Has  there  been  any  damage  to  the  eye 
or  surrounding  area?  Patients  with  red 
eye  and/or  pain  and  affected  vision 


BU'phantis 


It's  your  look  out 

Jane  Sheridan,  MRPharmS,  Boots  teacher/practitioner  at 
the  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  London,  gives  an 
insight  into  eye  infections  and  disorders,  and  the 
pharmacist's  role  in  treating  them 
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who  have  suffered  trauma  to  the 

eye  should  be  referred. 

6.  Does  the  patient  wear  contact  lenses? 

Patient  who  wear  soft  or  extended 
wear  contact  lenses  may  be  more 
prone  to  eye  infections  as  the 
lenses  may  become  contaminated 
with  viruses,  fungi  or  bacteria  if 
not  correctly  cleaned.  The  lenses 
are  also  susceptible  to  the 
formation  of  mineral  and  protein 
deposits  which  may  irritate  the 
eye  and  produce  redness  and 
lacrimation. 

Patients  who  wear  soft  or 
extended  wear  lenses  should  be 
advised  to  remove  them  when 
using  eye  drops  or  ointment  as  the 
drug  and  preservatives  are 
absorbed  by  the  lenses,  become 
concentrated  and  can  damage  the 
eye.  Lenses  should  remain  out  of 
the  eye  for  at  least  8  hours  after 
using  the  medication.  Patients 
with  infections  should  be  advised 
to  have  the  lenses  professionally 
cleaned. 


Red  eye 


It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  red 
eye  may  be  an  indication  of 
conjunctivitis.  Careful  questioning 
should  provide  enough 
information  for  the  pharmacist  to 
rule  out  the  presence  of  any  of  the 
following,  more  serious  and 
referrable  conditions.  Correct 
referral  may  save  sight. 

Acute  uveitis  (iritis) 

This  condition  is  not  an  infection 
(although  it  may  result  from  one) 
but  an  acute  inflammation  of  this 
iris  and  surrounding  circular 
muscle.  Thus  redness  is 
concentrated  around  the  centre  of 
the  eye  and  not  at  the  margins  and 
eyelids  as  m  conjunctivitis.  Careful 
inspection  may  reveal  that  the 
pupil  of  the  affected  eye  is  smaller. 
There  may  be  lacrimation, 
photophobia  and  severe  pain. 
Immediate  referral  is  essential. 

Glaucoma 

Patients  with  acute  glaucoma 

will  rarely  be  seen  in  the  pharmacy 
as  the  condition  is  so  painful  that 
the  patient  will  be  more  likely  to 
call  the  doctor.  The  eye  will  be 
hard,  bnck  red,  there  will  be  acute 
visual  disturbances  and  acute  pain 
often  accompanied  by  nausea  and 
vomiting.  This  requires 
immediate  referral  to  a  casualty 
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depart nu'iit .  In  sub-acute 
glaucoma,  [hew  may  be  no  par 
but  vision  will  be  disturbed  often 
with  coloured  rings  being  seen 
around  lights.  The  patient  should 
be  referred  to  an  ophthalmic 
optician. 

Chronic  simple  glaucoma 
may  be  asymptomatic  except  for 
very  gradual  loss  of  sight.  Your 
elderly  patients  who  complain  of 
failing  eyesight  should  be  refeired 
to  the  optician  as  it  is  not  always 
"just  old  age".  If  untreated,  all 
forms  of  glaucoma  can  lead  to 
blindness. 

Corneal  ulceration 

If  the  epithelium  of  the  cornea 
becomes  damaged,  for  instance 
by  a  scratch  from  a  foreign  body 
and  does  not  become  infected,  it 
will  heal  very  quickly.  However  if 
it  becomes  infected,  an  ulcer  may 
form  and  may  be  seen  on  the 
surface  of  the  eye .  Most  damaging 
to  the  eye  is  in.fection  due  to 
Herpes  simplex.  There  will  always 
be  pain  associated  with  corneal 
ulcers  and  the  patient  may 
complain  of  "something  in  the 
eye".  The  patient  should  be 
referred. 

Other  conditions 

The  following  conditions  may  be 
managed  by  the  pharmacist  unless 
there  are  any  of  the  complications 
mentioned  below: 

Conjunctivitis 

Conjunctivitis  may  be  of  infective 
or  allergic/irritant  origin. 
Infective  conjunctivitis  is  most 
commonly  caused  by  Staph, 
aiii'cus.  Once  established  the 
infection  causes  inflammation  of 
the  blood  vessels  of  the  eye 
producing  redness,  especially 
around  the  margins  and  eyelids 
and  excess  pus  production  from 
goblet  cells  in  the  conjunctiva. 
This  causes  the  eyelids  to  look 
crusty  and  the  lids  may  be  stuck 
together  in  the  morning.  It  often 
affects  one  eye  only.  The  eye  will 
feel  gritty  and  may  be  veiy 
watery.  The  infection  is  often  self 
limiting,  but  contagious  and 
personal  hygiene  is  essential  to 
prevent  its  spread. 

Propamidine  isethionsate 
(Brolene)  drops  may  be 
counlerprescribed,  but  the  patient 
may  require  antibiotic  drops  from 
the  doctor.  Bathing  the  eye  with  a 
suitable  eye  wash  may  provide 
some  symptomatic  relief.  Patients 
should  be  advised  not  to  allow  the 
dropper  bottle  or  ointment  to 
touch  the  surface  of  the  eye.  As 
mentioned  earlier,  conjunctivitis  in 
the  newborn  should  always  be 
referred  as  should  recurrent  cases 
in  any  patient. 

Allergic  or  irritant 
conjunctivitis  may  be  caused  by  a 
reaction  to  pollen,  make-up,  eye 
drops,  contact  lens  solutions. 


pollutants  and  f)ther  allergens. 

Both  eyes  may  appear  pale 
pink  and  very  watery.  Clear 
exudate  may  collect  behind  the 
membrane  surrounding  the  eye 
and  appear  as  a  fluid  filled  balloon, 
which  may  cause  the  patient  to  be 
alarmed.  The  fluid  will  soon 
disperse  and  patient  should  be 
advised  that  it  is  not  serious  and 
that  they  should  avoid  rubbing  the 
eye. 

Otrivine  antistine  eye  drops 
may  be  suggested  (although  they 
have  been  known  to  cause  contact 
allergy)  and  avoidance  of  the 
allergen  or  irritant  is  essential 
though  not  always  acceptable 
where  make-up  is  indicated. 

Conjunctivitis  never  causes 
visual  disturbances  and  pain  is 
more  of  the  irritant  type. 

Ocular  foreign  bodies 

The  pharmaicst  should  carefully 
inspect  the  eye  by  asking  the 
patient  to  look  up  while  carefully 
pulling  down  the  lower  lid  and  vice 
versa.  Foreign  bodies  may  not 
always  be  visible ,  b  it  where  they 
are  and  can  easily  be  removed, 
this  should  be  performed  using  a 
folded  piece  of  clean  soft  paper. 
Where  a  foreign  body  cannot  be 
removed  in  this  way  or  by  bathing 
the  eye,  the  patient  should  be 
referred. 

Foreign  bodies  usually  cause 
redness,  lacrimation  and  when 
embedded  in  the  epithelium  may 
cause  severe  pain.  If  there  is  still 
pain  and  inflammation  after 
removal,  the  patient  should  be 
referred  to  ensure  that  any 
damage  does  not  become 
infected. 

Subconjunctival 
haemorrhage  (SHC) 

Patients  may  come  in  to  the 
pharmacy  with  part  or  all  of  the 
white  of  the  eye  completely  red. 
This  is  caused  by  the  rupture  of  a 
small  blood  vessel  and  there  may 
be  no  obvious  cause.  Sometimes 
it  may  be  triggered  off  by  sneezing 
or  straining  on  the  toilet. 

The  patient  may  be  very 
distressed  as  the  condition  looks 
so  horrific!  If  it  is  painless  and  not 
caused  by  trauma  the  patient 
should  be  reassured  that  it  is  not 
serious,  requires  no  treatment 
and  will  resolve  in  a  couple  of 
weeks.  SHC  following  trauma  to 
the  head  may  indicate  deeper 
damage  and  should  be  referred. 

Styes 

Styes  are  small  infected 
abscesses  of  sudden  onset  at  the 
root  of  eyelashes  usually  infected 
by  Staph,  aureus  and  are  not 
serious.  They  are  seen  at  the 
edge  of  the  eyelid.  They  are 
uncomfortable  and  may  be  very 
tender  as  the  skin  becomes 
stretched.  Eventually  a  small  blob 


of  pus  will  be  released  which 
should  be  gently  cleaned  away  by 
bathing  the  eye  with  sterile  saline 
or  any  suitable  eyewash. 

The  patient  may  be  advised  tf) 
use  Brolene  ointment  twice  a  day 
for  one  month  to  prevent 
reoccurance.  Recurrent  styes 
should  be  referred  as  they  are 
commonly  seen  in  diabetics. 

Cysts  which  form  under  the 
skin  and  not  on  the  surface  are 
known  as  meiobian  cysts.  They 
form  when  glands  near  the 
eyelashes  become  blocked  and  a 
hard  pea-like  cyst  is  formed.  If  this 
becomes  infected  an  abscess  may 
ff)rm  which  will  require  an  incision 
under  local  anaesthetic  to  be  made 
by  the  doctor.  The  patient  should 
therefore  be  referred. 

Blepharitis 

This  condition  presents  itself  as  a 
chronic  redness  of  the  margins  of 
the  eyelids  accompanied  by  flaking 
skin.  The  eyelashes  may  be  lost  or 
even  grow  at  the  wrong  angle  and 
cause  great  discomfort.  It  is  often 
associated  with  seborrhoeic 
dermatitis. 

The  patient  may  be  advised  to 
clean  the  eye  lashes  with  very 
dilute  baby  shampoo.  The 
condition  is  usually  chronic, 
difficult  to  manage,  and  may 
require  steroid  eye  drops. 


Watering  eye 

In  babies  this  is  often  caused  by 
blocked  tear  ducts  and  should  be 
referred.  In  elderly  patients  it  may 
be  caused  because  the  lower  lid 
falls  away  from  the  eye  due  to  loss 
of  muscle  tone  and  the  drainage 
duct  is  not  in  contact  with  the  eye. 
In  all  patients  it  may  be  caused  by 
irritants  in  the  atmosphere. 

Dry  eye 

This  may  be  caused  by  low  grade 
conjunctivitis.  It  is  also  commonly 
associated  with  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  menopause  and  other 
conditions.  Dry  eye  can  seriously 
damage  the  eye  and  after  a  cause 
has  been  established,  artificial 
tears  such  as  Hypromellose, 
Tears  Naturelle,  Liquifilm,  should 
be  recommended. 

Practice  points 

•  Always  refer:  where  there  is 
pain;  where  there  is  visual 
disturbance;  infants  under  one 
year;  when  the  condition  is 
recurrent  or  chronic. 

•  Patients  with  SHC  will  require 
a  lot  of  reassurance. 

•  Acute  glaucoma  is  an 
emergency  and  the  patient  should 
be  sent  to  tlje  hospital. 

•  Failing  eyesight  in  the  elderly 
may  be  an  indication  of  glaucoma. 


Lari^e  an  neal  abrasion  stained  leitli  flnarescein  dye 
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OUT  &  ABOUT 


Treading  tlie  boards 


Stephen  Lee  is  a  partner  in  Stephen  Collins  Chemists  and  is  based  in  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex.  He 
trained  at  Manchester  University  and  Whipps  Cross  Hospital,  East  London,  before  joining  a  small 
private  group  of  pharmacies.  He  was  South  East  England  assistant  regional  manager  for  R. 
Gordon  Drummond  before  setting  up  in  Waltham  Abbey  ten  years  ago. 


Community  pharmacist  Stephen  Lee  has 
appeared  in  "Cinderella"  with  Frank  Bruno, 
been  introduced  to  Prince  Edward  and  had 
lunch  with  the  Duchess  of  Kent.  Last 
December  he  sang  along  with  Bonnie 
Langford  at  the  Empire  Ballroom  in  Leicester 
Square. 

This  contact  with  the  rich  and  famous  has 
come  about  through  his  work  for  the  Young 
Variety  Club,  of  which  he  was  last  year's  co- 
chairman.  Based  in  London,  the  YVC  was 
formed  20  years  ago  as  a  gn  >up  of  people  who 
ran  a  theatre  workshop  to  raise  funds  for 
handicapped  and  underprivileged  children, 
especially  to  provide  mini  buses  for  them. 
Eventually,  it  came  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Variety  Club  itself,  which  is  one  of  the  biggest 
international  chanties  and  well  known  for  its 
Sunshine  coaches.  While  the  YVC  is  run 
autonomously,  all  the  funds  collected  are 
channelled  through  the  senior  organisation. 

"We  pride  ourselves  on  having  possibly 
the  lowest  percentage  overhead  costs  of  any 
charity",  says  Stephen.  "We  have  one  paid 
secretary'  and  everyone  else  works  on  a 
voluntary  basis." 

Roped  in  as  scene  shifter 

He  first  became  involved  eight  years  ago  when 
some  friends  were  helping  the  YVC  stage  a 
musical  and  roped  him  in  for  a  spot  of  scene 
shifting  and  sweeping  up.  A  couple  of  years 
later  he  found  himself  on  the  executive 
committee  of  20,  which  organises  up  to  ten 
fund-raising  events  a  year  and  last  year 
collected  about  £125,000  net. 

Having  its  roots  in  the  entertainment 
industry,  the  YVC  regards  its  annual  highlight 
as  a  "professional  amateur' '  show,  for  which 
scenery  and  lighting  suppliers  provide 
otherwise  unaffordable  equipment  and  actors 
have  offered  their  services  free  in  between 
appearances  in  "Cats",  "Miss  Saigon"  or 
other  West  End  productions. 

Stephen,  who  had  had  no  previous  acting 
experience,  has  found  himself  thrust  to 
stardom  as  President  Roosevelt  in  "Annie", 
Arvide  Abemathy  in  "Guys  and  Dolls"  and  Sir 
Osgood  Fielding  in  "Sugar",  the  stage 
version  of  "Some  Like  it  Hot".  This  year's 
show  will  be  "Hello  Dolly"  at  the  Bloomsbury 
Theatre  in  July. 

The  last  major  fundraising  event  was  on 
December  16,  when  the  Club  was  given  the 
free  use  of  the  Empire  Ballroom,  Leicester 
Square,  from  noon  to  midnight,  complete  with 
a  Japanese  Karaoke  machine.  The  machine 
provides  a  musical  backing  for  people  to  sing 
along  to,  while  the  words  appear  on  a  video 
screen  at  the  rate  of  20  songs  an  hour.  For  the 
first  three  hours  there  was  a  party  for  about 
2,500  underprivileged  children,  hosted  by 
Bonnie  Langford,  Capital  Radio  DJs  and  other 
celebrities. 

There  was  a  session  for  able-bodied  young 
people  who  had  to  provide  at  least  £20 
sponsorship  before  they  could  enter.  Then 
Ratners  sponsored  the  last  hour  for  their  staff 
and  customers. 

The  event  raised  over  £15,000. 

Most  fundraising  events  include  an  auction 
of  unusual  items,  from  a  T-shirt  signed  by 
Ronald  Biggs  the  train  robber,  to  gold  discs 
given  away  by  pop  stars. 


Money  collected  has  been  spent  on  99 
Sunshine  coaches  which  take  handicapped  and 
underprivileged  children  on  day  trips  and 
holidays.  The  YVC  also  organises  a  Christmas 
party  and  three  children's  holidays  every  year 

—  to  Bournemouth,  Blackpool  and  Cornwall 

—  but  these  are  provided  free  by  local  hotels 
and  restaurants. 

Other  money  goes  to  major  appeals  such 
as  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital  to  which  the 
YVC  has  pledged  £250,000,  and  the  Winnacott 
Centre,  a  special  care  baby  unit  at  St  Mary's 
Hospital,  Paddington,  which  will  be  given 
£100,000.  Smaller  appeals  might  be  for  other 
hospital  equipment  such  as  ventilators,  and  a 
special  appeals  committee  with  professional 
advisers  decides  the  most  deserving  causes. 

"Besides  raising  enormous  amounts  of 
money,  the  most  rewarding  part  is  attending 
a  matinee  performance  of  our  show ,  to  which 


we  invite  handicapped  and  underprivileged 
children",  says  Stephen.  "In  the  interval  we 
make  a  point  of  going  into  the  audience  and 
mingling  with  the  kids.  It's  wonderful  to  see 
their  appreciation.  Many  of  them  have  never 
been  to  a  live  show  before.  It  gives  a  great 
feeling  of  satisfaction,  as  it  does  to  see  them 
go  off  on  holiday  in  a  Sunshine  coach' ' . 

In  theory,  the  YVC  is  for  18-35  year  olds, 
so  after  his  term  as  co-chairman  Stephen  is 
standing  down  and  hopes  to  help  the  Variety 
Club  instead,  although  this  may  be  more 
difficult  as  the  meetings  are  mostly  during  the 
day,  rather  than  the  evenings.  Most  of  his 
spare  time  last  year  was  taken  up  with  YVC 
activities.  "It's  almost  been  like  having  a 
second  job",  he  says. 

Anyone  wishing  to  help,  may  contact  the 
Young  Variety  Club  at  32  Welbeck  Street, 
London  WIM  7PG  (tel:  071-487  4440). 
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PERSONftL  OPINION 


Liverpool  community  pharmacist  John  Donoghue  gives  a  personal  view  of  pharmacy  in  inner  city  and  deprived  areas 


Uving  in  the  city 


A  year  ago,  an  incident  in  a  pharmacy  in 
Livei"pool  led  me  to  consider  the  wider  aspects 
of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  the  inner  city. 
The  event  itself  was  a  common  enough 
occurrence  for  the  1980s:  a  drug  abuser  was 
attempting  to  obtain  a  supply  of  methadone 
with  a  forged  prescription.  The  deception  was 
discovered,  the  police  were  called,  but  before 
their  arrival  a  member  of  staff  had  been 
assaulted.  Would  tliis  situation  have  occured  in 
a  "better  class"  of  pharmacy  in  the  suburbs? 
In  my  experience,  the  answer  is  "no".  This 
incident  led  me  to  look  at  problems 
encountered  by  pharmacists  practising  in 
deprived  areas,  problems  which  would  not  be 
expenenced  by  those  working  in  more  affluent 
suburban  and  high  street  sites. 

And  if  these  problems  did  exist,  so  what? 
Why  should  pharmacists  merit  more 
consideration  than  other  retailers  in  the  same 
areas?  The  answers  to  these  questions  lie  with 
the  nature  of  the  practice  of  phannacy ,  and  the 
quality  of  service  that  all  patients,  irrespective 
of  their  cii'cumstances,  have  a  right  to  expect. 
To  explore  the  problems  associated  with 
pharmacy  in  deprived  areas,  and  to  see  if  they 
affected  the  quality  of  service  available  to  the 
community,  I  started  to  record  my  own 
empirical  obsen'ations.  I  asked  my  colleagues 
for  their  opinions,  and  I  sent  questionnaii'es  to 
the  Department  of  Health,  the  family 
practitioner  committees  (as  they  then  were), 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  My  findings  were  disturbing. 

Working  difficulties 

My  own  observations  had  led  me  to  conclude 
that  many  pharmacists  practising  in  deprived 
areas  work  at  a  considerable  disadvantage. 
But  what  surprised  me  was  the  poor 
recognition  of  these  disadvantages,  and  the 
almost  complete  lack  of  any  policy  or 
willingness  on  the  part  of  anyone  to  address 
the  issues  involved. 

There  are  many  problems  associated  with 


life  in  deprived  inner  city  areas  of  Britain. 
Insofar  as  they  affect  pharmacists,  they  can  be 
sub-divided  into  two:  social  and  economic 
problems  affecting  the  local  community;  and 
those  problems  specific  to  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  (tables  1  and  2). 

Although  patients  may  not  experience 
difficulties  in  getting  their  prescriptions 
dispensed,  the  quality  of  premises  is  generally 
poor,  the  pharmacist's  morale  is  low,  and  the 
long-term  prospects  for  improvement  are 
virtually  non-existent.  Furthermore,  these 
pharmacies  are  not  attractive  purchases,  so 
their  values  are  depressed.  In  present 
circumstances,  no  matter  how  efficiently  the 
pharmacy  is  run,  there  is  no  way  for  the  owner 
to  benefit  from  this,  and  consequently  there  is 
no  incentive  to  make  any  improvements. 

Despite  the  evidence  before  their  eyes, 
the  bodies  involved  in  the  provision  of 
pharmaceutical  services  appear  to  have  only 
a  superficial  appreciation  of  these  problems, 
and  policies  to  deal  with  them  are  almost 
universally  non-existent. 

What  the  experts  said 

All  the  bodies  concerned  acknowledged  that 
problems  are  "more  acute"  for  pharmacists 
practising  in  inner  city  areas.  The  Department 
specifically  noted  its  concern  in  the  White 
Paper  "Promoting  Better  Health"  and 
announced  its  intention  of  setting  up  a  fund 
specifically  to  improve  pharmaceutical 
services  in  the  inner  city .  This  was  ' '  puzzling 
to  the  NPA  which  was  "not  aware  of  any 
shortage  of  pharmacies  in  the  inner  cities." 
PSNC  and  the  RPSGB  felt  the  major  problems 
were  concerned  with  security,  although 
according  to  the  NPA  this  is  not  a  significantly 
greater  problem  for  inner  city  pharmacies  than 
for  any  others.  FPCs  recognised  that 
problems  existed,  but  were  unable  to  do 
anything  to  alleviate  them  since  they  had 
neither  policy  nor  funding. 

Apart  from  the  concern  noted  in 
"Promoting  Better  Health"  with  the  stated 
intention  of  setting  up  a  fund,  there  is  a 


complete  lack  of  initiatives  to  improve 
pharmaceutical  services  in  the  inner  city. 
Despite  the  announcement  of  the  availability 
of  funding,  talks  between  PSNC  and  the  DoH 
are  still  in  their  early  stages.  The  difficulty 
here  would  appear  to  be  the  inability  to  agree 
on  criteria  for  those  areas  which  would  be 
defined  as  "deprived",  and  what  incentives 
would  be  appropriate  to  improve  the  service. 

This  is  in  complete  contrast  to  the  situation 
faced  by  general  practitioners.  From  April  of 
this  year,  even  though  they  already  have  most 
of  their  practice  overheads  paid  for  them,  GPs 
who  have  patients  in  deprived  areas 
automatically  qualify  for  extra  payments. 
These  payments  are  based  on  "Jarman 
Index"  scores  which  are  allocated  according 
to  the  1981  census  boundaries.  Why  cannot 
funding  for  pharmacists  in  deprived  areas  be 
allocated  in  a  similar  fashion? 

Pharmacists  have  to  meet  the  costs  of  all 
their  overheads  themselves.  With  NHS 
remuneration  failing  to  keep  pace  with 
inflation,  without  specific  extra  funding  how 
can  these  pharmacies  hope  to  maintain 
present  standards,  let  alone  improve  them? 
Many  of  these  pharmacies  provide  an  essential 
service  to  their  local  communities.  If  they  are 
forced  into  closure  as  a  result  of  economic 
attrition,  how  many  communities  will  be 
deprived  of  a  pharmaceutical  service?  Will  the 
spectre  of  doctor  "dispensing"  in  urban  areas 
raise  its  head? 

There  is,  of  course,  no  easy  answer  to  any 
of  these  questions.  A  major  criticism  which 
could  be  levelled  at  many  inner  city 
pharmacists  is  that  it  is  their  responsibility  to 
ensure  that  an  adequate  quality  of  service  is 
available.  However,  this  is  more  easily  said 
than  done:  every  pharmacy  has  to  work  within 
tight  financial  controls  and  several  factors 
conspire  to  make  inner  city  pharmacies  less 
profitable. 

What  is  essential  is  for  the  DoH  and  the 
pharmacy  bodies  concerned  to  take  a  long 
hard  look  at  the  situation.  They  will  learn  a 
great  deal  which  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  whole 
profession,  not  only  those  practising  in  the 
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inner  city.  At  the  ver7  least,  pharmacists  in 

the  inner  city  will  know  that  their  problems  are 

being  taken  seriously. 

The  replies  I  received  from  the  bodies 
;  concerned  with  pharmaceutical  services 
!  emphasised  that  their  perception  of  the 
\  problems  faced  by  pharmacists  in  deprived 

areas  were  concentrated  on  the  financial 


Table  1:  General  problems 

Neglect  and  decay  of  buildings 
Higher  than  average  unemployment 
Limited  financial  resources  of  the  population 
Poor  morale  and  low  self-esteem  of  the 
population 

Limited  local  authority  resources 

Poor  quality  retail  establishments  with  limited 

selection  of  poorer  quality  merchandise 

Lack  of  motivation 

Reliance  on  public  transport 

High  crime  rate 

Drug  abuse 


aspects,  particularly  the  costs  of  security. 
PSNC  did  make  the  point  that  because  the 
majority  of  inner  city  pharmacies  dispensed 
less  than  the  average  number  of  items,  any 
attempt  to  remove  the  front-loading  element 
of  pharmacists'  remuneration  would  have  a 
serious  effect  on  the  service. 

The  first  step  towards  alleviating  the 
situation  of  pharmacists  in  deprived  areas 
must  be  to  pinpoint  what  the  problems  are, 
and  to  what  extent  they  affect  the  quality  of 
service  available.  Patients  have  a  right  to 
expect  a  high  quality  of  service  irrespective  of 
whether  the  pharmacy  is  in  Toxteth  or 
Knightsbridge.  Wide  ranging  research  is 
needed. 

Urgent  recognition  is  required  of  the  high 
security  costs,  reliance  on  NHS  income,  and 
the  limited  potential  for  improving  OTC  sales, 
iwhich  together  combine  to  reduce  the 
iprofitability  of  many  inner  city  pharmacies. 
The  PSNC  and  the  DoH  must  discuss  special 
funding,  so  that  monies  can  be  made  available 
without  further  delay,  while  working  together 
to  develop  an  integrated  approach  to 
improving  the  pharmaceutical  service. 

I  believe  that  a  major  impact  could  be  made 
by  improving  the  morale  of  the  pharmacist. 
Those  practising  in  deprived  areas  need  the 


assurance  that  their  problems  are  being  taken 
seriously,  and  that  their  contribution  to  health 
care  is,  in  fact,  highly  valued.  P'HSAs  in 
particular  could  make  a  major  contribution  by 
actively  working  to  integrate  pharmacists  into 
the  primary  health  care  team,  rather  than 
merely  paying  lip  service  to  the  idea.  The 
active  involvement  of  the  pharmacist  in  patient 
care,  as  opposed  to  being  seen  merely  as  a 
source  of  supply  of  medicines,  would 
encourage  pharmacists  to  emerge  from  their 
isolation  and  endow  them  with  that  pride  in 
their  profession  and  service  which  in  present 
circumstances  is  so  often  sadly  lacking. 

If  this  vision  of  Utopia  is  to  be  achieved, 
when  initiatives  for  improvements  are 
forthcoming,  it  is  vital  that  pharmacists  seize 
them  with  both  hands.  There  may  well  be  a 
window  of  opportunity  heading  our  way,  but  I 
suspect  that  it  will  not  open  as  wide  as  we 
would  like,  or  for  as  long  as  we  would  hope. 
Pharmacists  must  themselves  show  a 
willingness  to  participate  in  making 
improvements  or  they  will  themselves  be 
responsible  for  limiting  the  possibilities  for  the 
future. 


Table  2:  Pharmacy  problems 

Poor  quality  preinises 

Higher  incidence  of  shoplifting  and  burglary 

High  cost  of  security 

High  cost  of  insurance 

The  majority  of  inner  city  pharmacies 

dispense  lower  than  the  average  number  of 

prescriptions 

Reliance  on  the  NHS  for  a  greater  than 

average  proportion  of  income 

OTC  sales  potential  limited  by  the  financial 

resources  of  the  local  population 

Lack  of  investment  by  pharmacists  because 

they  expect  little  return  on  the  investment 

Isolation  of  the  phannacist  fi'om  other  health 

professionals 

Necessity  to  provide  services  to  drug  abusers 
Difficulties  in  attracting  and  retaining  good 
staff 

Little  acknowledgement  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  that  any  problems  exist 
Lack  of  policy  by  the  authorities  to  alleviate 
these  problems,  with  consequent  lack  of 
motivation  and  psychological  decay. 


—  the  every  week 
story  of  pharmacy  folk 
episode  41. 
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Guild  ui^ed  to  take  lead  as 
hospital  accrediting  body 


The  (iuild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacist's  4()th  j^roup 
delegates  meeting  in  Birmingham 
last  weekend  backed  the 
organisation's  claim  to  be  the 
accrediting  body  for  postgraduate 
courses  in  hospital  pharmacy. 
This  would  allow  members  the 
use  of  the  EC  restricted  title 
"hospital  pharmacist ' ' . 

The  Guild's  role  has  been 
called  into  question  by  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  which 
has  claimed  it  should  be  the 
accrediting  body. 

Stephen  Cooke  (West 
Midlands)  said:  "We  would  like 
the  Guild  membership  to  become 
involved  in  increasing  the 
awareness  of  the  work  the  Guild 
has  put  into  this  matter.  We  don't 
want  anyone  else  stealing  our 
thunder." 

His  \iew  was  echoed  by 
Gerard  Lee  (Liverpool).  "It 
should  be  made  quite  cle;u'  that  we 
support  accreditation  by  Guild 
Council,"  he  said. 

Liz  Uubourg  (North  Wales) 
pointed  out  that  the  (iuild  was 
recognised  in  Europe  as  the  body 
representing  hospital  pharmacy. 
(The  Society,  however,  has  the 
seats  on  European  Committees 
covering  pharmacy  education  and 
training.) 


Guild  president  jului  (jilbypirsoits 
the  Hooper  Baxter .  heard  to  Tina 
Goiidie  of  Clatterbridge  Hospital, 
The  Wirral,  for  the  best 
presentation  by  a  newcomer  at  the 
Guild's  Day  Conference.  Ms 
( loudie 's  paper,  on  the  scope  for 
rationalisation  in  nehiiliser 
therapy,  suj^^vsted  W'lrral  hospitals 
could  sare  £7, 500  a  year  if  doctors 
were  to  stick  to  British  Thoracic 
Society  f^iiidi'lincs  on  the  treatment 
of  asthma  anil  chronic  obstructire 
airwavs  diseasi 


]'m\\  Sandham,  chairman  of  the 
Education  Committee,  told 
delegates  it  was  a  year  since  the 
( iuild  had  circulated  its  third  draft 
of  proposals  for  accreditation  in 
iiospital  pharmacy.  Replies  had 
now  been  collated:  some  were 
very  positive,  others  less.  A 
fourth  draft  will  be  circulated 
shortly. 

Mr  Sandham  said  there  had 
been  some  carping  about  whether 
the  Guild  was  an  appropriate 
body.  "It's  perturbing  that  these 
comments  have  come  from  some 
senior  UK  pharmacists,"  he  said. 

"Someone  questioned 
whether  we  were  legally 
debarred.  We  have  yet  to  be 
convinced  that  there  is  any 
mechansim  that  prevents  us  from 
being  so.  We  have  yet  to  be 
convinced  that  there  is  anv 


problems  with  the  computer  arose 
out  of  combining  the  former 
ASTMS  and  TASS  systems  in 
May  last  year.  In  response  to  a 
letter  in  October  from  Guild 
president  John  Gilby,  the  MSF 
general  secretary's  office  had  said 
the  worst  was  over. 

Despite  obtaining  a 
"reasonable"  print-out  of  Guild 
membership  from  the  MSF 
computer,  Guild  Council  had 
decided  to  collate  its  own  list  of 
members  from  group  secretaries, 
Mr  Cooke  said.  A  second  MSF 
print-out  put  Guild  membership  at 
2,7(jO. 

A  Yorkshire  Group  motion 
which  sought  to  mandate  Guild 
Council  to  withdraw  from  MSF 
and  join  a  more  efficient  union 
was,  on  a  procedural  motion,  not 
put. 


.1;/  expanding  top  table  at  the  Guild 's  group  delegates  meeting:  (left  to  light) 
Staff  Side  chairman  Bob  Timson,  Organisation  Committee  chairman 
Peter  Cooke,  rice-president  Ron  Pate,  president  John  Gilby,  professional 
secretary  .Arthur  Williams  and  Education  Committee  chairman  Paul 
Sandham 


mechanism  that  prevents  us  from 
being  an  accrediting  body." 

Organisational  effort 
praised 

Complaints  in  recent  years  about 
the  organisational  deficiencies  of 
the  Guild's  parent  union,  the 
Manufacturing,  Science,  Finance 
L'nion,  were  put  aside  for  once  as 
(juild  groups  praised  the  efforts 
made  to  try  to  remedy  the 
situation,  while  stressing  that 
much  is  left  to  do. 

Gerard  Lee  said  that  if  local 
negotiations  were  to  become  the 
norm,  more  local  discussions 
would  be  needed.  '  'The  situation 
has  improved;  once  you  are  on  the 
computer  you  get  a  lot  of 
information.  What  we  would 
question  is  the  ability  of  MSF  to 
cope  with  the  rapid  change  over 
the  next  12-24  months." 

Peter  Cooke,  Organisation 
Committee    chairman,  said 


■  Delegates  agreed  Guild 
Council  should  pursue  the 
exemption  of  pharmacist  training 
posts  from  "job  freezing"  cost 
saving  exercises. 

■  Guild  Council  was  urged  to 
discuss  with  the  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry 
standardised  —  ie  non-confusing 
—nomenclature  for  expiry  dates. 

■  Uncertainty  over  the  future 
arrangements  for  negotiations  in 
the  new  look  NHS  was  a  recurring 
theme.  Motions  urged  Guild 
Council:  to  draw  up  guidelines  for 
accredited  representatives  to  aid 
them  in  local  pay  negotiations;  to 
make  sure  members  understood 
the  importance  of  local  pay 
negotiations  in  the  future;  and  to 
provide  members  with 
information  on  the  consequences 
of  electing  to  take  up  Trust  terms 
and  conditions. 

Ian  Goss  (Yorkshire)  said 
Guild  Council  should  also  consider 
bargaining  arrangements  in  Trust 
units,   conflicts  of  interest 


between  Trusts  and  |)rofessional 
aspects,  and  the  place  of  research 
and  postgraduate  education. 
"There  is  great  concern  where 
we  are  faced  with  a  scenario 
where  competition  is  the 
buzzword.  We  want  to  consult  our 
colleagues  and  we  don't  want  to 
be  in  the  position  of  having  to 
charge  for  that  collaboration, ' '  he 
said. 

Staff  side  chairman  Bob 
Timson  said  Council  would  be 
actively  addressing  such  matters 
"fairly  soon". 

■  Delegates  voted  to  support 
the  concept  of  regular  assessment 
of  competence  linked  to  the  right 
to  practise. 

■  Delegates  agreed  that  the 
recognised  negotiating  body  for 
pharmacists  employed  by  self- 
governing  Trusts  should  be  the 
Guild/MSF. 

Day  conference 

The  cost  of  inappropriate  digoxin 
assays  performed  in  one  Leeds 
hospital  is  running  at  almost 
£4,(100  per  year,  according  to  a 
study  by  Helen  Thorp. 

Ms  Thorp  examined  the 
rationale  behind  113  digoxin 
assays  performed  at  the  Leeds 
General  Infirmary  over  seven 
weeks  last  year.  While  40  per  cent 
were  to  check  a  dose  adjustment 
and  14  per  cent  to  investigate 
toxicity,  the  45  per  cent 
representing  "routine"  tests 
were  inappropriate,  she  said. 

Of  the  non-routine  tests,  only 
46  per  cent  fulfilled  all  the  criteria 
for  an  appropriate  assay. Inl5  per 
cent  the  doctors  didn't  take  the 
action  expected  from  the  test 
result,  and  in  39  per  cent  the  blood 
was  taken  at  the  wrong  time  — 
either  too  soon  after  a  digoxin 
dose  or  before  steady  state  blood 
levels  had  been  reached. 

Overall,  75  per  cent  of  assays 
were  wasted,  Ms  Thorp  said.  At 
£6  a  time,  this  equated  over  the 
seven  week  period  to  £528,  or 
£3,777  a  year. 

The  time  spent  by  junior 
medical  staff  giving  injections 
averages  around  13  minutes  per 
patient  per  day,  or  one  whole  time 
equivalent  for  47  patients.  Nurses 
take  even  longer,  with  one  whole 
time  equivalent  for  every  21 
patients. 

In  a  study  of  the  case  for  a 
central  intravenous  additive 
service,  Suzanne  Birchall  of 
Clatterbridge  Hospital  also  found 
that  only  15  per  cent  of  antibiotic 
doses  were  given  at  the  correct 
time,  with  14  per  cent  early  and  66 
per  cent  late. 

When  long  stay  psychiatric 
patients  in  a  halfway  hostel  were 
allowed  to  take  responsibility  for 
their  own  medicine  administration 
under  supervision,  their 
understanding  of  the  names  of 
their  medicines,  dosage  and 
indications  improved. 
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Modern  methods  pay  divi 

National  Co-operative  Chemists  have  grown  into  a  180-branch  chain,  tyrning  over  £41.6m,  almost  unnoticed.  Now,  ^ 
a  modern  management  structure  and  distinctive  corporate  identity,  NCC  are  adopting  a  higher  profik  CiDiakes 
look  at  the  business,  and  the  influence  of  chief  executive  Roy  Carrington  after  four  years  in  the  post 


Roy  Carrington  is  a  pragmatist  — 
certainly  no  co-operative 
movement  zealot.  He  says 
candidly  that  he  joined  the 
organisation  as  a  relief  manager  in 
1976  to  see  what  he  was  getting 
into,  but  found  "things  were  very 
little  different  from  a  private 
business  —  certainly  compared  to 
Timothy  Whites  where  1  first 
started. 

"I  think  that  because  NCC  is  a 
federal  society  —  it  has  no 
individual  members  —  it  functions 
much  more  like  a  private 
business." 

The  business  Mr  Carrington 
joined  was  a  small,  friendly 
organisation  which  had  very  few 
management  controls.  "In  those 
days  they  allowed  you  to  run  with 
your  own  ideas  in  each  branch; 
there  were  no  merchandising 
plans  and  no  promotional  plans  to 
work  to."  But  he  liked  what  he 
saw,  and  as  a  manager  of  the 
NCC's  then  Barnsiey  branch, 
took  the  opportunity  to  put  some 
of  his  retailing  ideas  into  practice. 

"It  seems  quite  basic  now,  but 
I  introduced  simple  stock  control 
systems;  I  decided  we  would 
dictate  to  the  reps  rather  than  let 
them  dictate  to  us.  I  told  them 
when  we  would  place  orders 
rather  than  the  other  way  round! 

He  also  introduced  some 
flexibility  into  the  shop's  layout. 
"The  shop  was  dominated  by 
counters ,  so  I  got  rid  of  a  couple  of 
these  and  introduced  more  self- 
selection.  I  spent  a  couple  of  years 
there,  then  the  new  post  was 
created  of  sales  promotions 
manager  —  which  later  became 
sales  development  manager.  The 
brief  was  to  develop  profitably  the 
OTC  side  of  the  business . " 

His  appointment  was  the  first 
step  in  a  modern  centralised 
management  structure  for  NCC, 
and  for  the  first  time  negotiations 
with  suppliers  were  taken  away 
from  the  branches  and  brought  to 
head  office. 

At  the  same  time  the  group 
was  expanding,  mainly  by  the 
acquisition  of  other  co-operative 
pharmacy  groups,  despite  the 
limitation  that,  as  a  co-op,  there 
were  only  retained  profits  and 
borrowings  to  spend. 

Today  National  Co-operative 
Chemists  have  close  trading  links 
with  Vestric,  who  supply  the 
group  with  almost  all  their  NHS 
stock  and  the  "vast  majority"  of 
their  OTC  products.  '  Mr 
Carrington  admits  it  was  only 
three  years  ago  that  the  group 


finally  got  its  suppliers  fully 
rationalised. 

By  the  time  he  was  appointed 
sales  development  manager  the 
group  had  90  branches,  but  it  was 
beginning  to  tell  on  the 
management  structure. 

"There  was  an  ad-hoc  growth 
of  management  while  the  group 
expanded.  Too  many  line 
managers  were  reporting  directly 
to  the  chief  executive . ' ' 

It  was  not  until  he  became 
chief  executive  that  Mr 
Carrington  was  able  to  institute 
the  management  overhaul  the 
group  was  crying  out  for.  He 
reduced  the  number  of  managers 
reporting  directly  to  the  top,  and 
replaced  group  managers  with 
three  regional  managers  with 
ijicreased,  but  more  defined  roles. 
Under  them  are  area  managers 
operating  in  re-defined  and 
roughly  equal  areas,  with  specific 
responsibilities  for  merchandising, 
audits  and  financial  control  at 
branch  level.  Today  executive 
decisions  are  quicker  to  take,  and 
operational  decisions  can  be 
effectively  delegated. 

And  NCC  has  been  introducing 
a  number  of  reforms  at  branch 
level.  The  group  has  started 
producing  its  first  planograms  and 
is  "within  months"  of  introducing 
the  shelf  management  system  into 
all  its  branches.  Tests  over  the 
past  15  months  have  been 
encouraging:  "Nielsen,  who 
monitor  for  us,  found  a  more  than 
noticeable  improvement." 

Both  sanpro  and  the 
company's  baby  range  are  just 
about  to  get  the  planogram 
treatment  to  join  haircare,  the 
pilot  product  group,  and  there  will 
be  different  plans  for  different 
types  of  branches. 

Another  key  initiative  for  NCC 
has  been  the  introduction  of  their 


Babywise  section  in  larger 
branches  —  "a  mini  Mothercare 
operation,"  says  Mr  Carrington. 

"It  was  first  introduced  in  our 
Scunthorpe  branch  some  six  years 
ago,  and  more  recently  we  have 
extended  it  to  about  20  per  cent  of 
our  branches."  Mr  Carrington 
attributes  the  group's  solid 
Christmas  trading  performance  — 
5  per  cent  up  on  a  like-with-like 
basis  —  to  the  success  in  this  area. 

A  soon-to-be-introduced 
catalogue  system  will  extend  its 
scope,  and  customers  will  be  able 
to  order  Babywise  goods  for 
delivery  from  NCC's  Scunthorpe 
warehouse  from  any  NCC 
pharmacy. 

The  group  has  also  refitted  the 
majority  of  its  stores  as  part  of  an 
on-going  shopfitting  programme 
and  to  provide  a  corporate  "Co- 
op" identity,  replacing  the  old 
NCC  logos.  In  the  next  six  months 
NCC  also  plan  to  introduce  blood 
pressure  and  cholesterol  testing  in 
some  branches. 

Assistant  training 

Training  has  also  been  extended 
and  updated,  based  on  the  NPA's 
training  programme. 

"We  have  taken  it  and 
amended  it  to  fall  in  line  with  our 
own  systems  and  requirements. ' ' 
Now  all  assistants  undergo  an  on- 
the-job  training  programme.  "For 
those  interested  and  capable  we 
are  also  looking  to  run  the  NPA 
medicines  counter  course  through 
the  Co-operative  Training  College 
at  Loughborough. 

"Training  for  assistants  is 
something  we  were  very  poor  at 
until  three  or  four  years  ago;  it 
was  something  I  identified  as  a 


weakness  when  I  became  chief 
executive.  I  honestly  believe  that 
providing  a  better  service  is  more 
important  than  price."  A 
management  training  scheme  is 
also  in  place,  and  NCC  takes 
advantage  of  the  Co-op 
movement's  Loughborough 
training  college  for  a  dozen 
pharmacists  to  have  a  week's 
management  training  each  year. 

These  days  NCC's  store 
managers  are  provided  with  a 
wealth  of  information  from  the 
group's  head  office.  Figures  on 
stock  levels  and  sales  compared  to 
target  figures  are  just  part  of  the 
information  provided.  "We  aim  to 
provide  the  manager  with  the 
tools  of  the  job  and  give  him 
responsibility  for  doing  it,"  says 
Mr  Carrington. 

At  45,  he  says  he  still  has  a  lot 
to  do  at  NCC.  "We  are  looking  for 
continued  expansion  and 
development,  and  one  priority  is 
to  fill  areas  where  we  are  weak  — 
areas  where  we  are  only  just 
represented,  such  as  Wales  or 
Taunton." 

He  expects  there  to  be  a 
continued  expansion  of  pharmacy 
businesses  into  large  retailing 
stores  over  the  next  few  years, 
though  "it  will  not  replace  the 
High  Street  business".  Currently 
NCC  have  pharmacies  in  Co-op 
stores  in  Oldham  and  Inverness, 
and  they  are  k)oking  into  siting  a 
pharmacy  in  the  new  Belfast  Co- 
op still  under  construction. 

And  acquisition  is  an  option: 
"We  are  looking  to  acquire 
competitors  in  view  of  the  level  of 
NHS  business  to  merge  with  our 
existing  stores.  We  will  be 
approaching  people  with  that  in 
mind  over  the  next  six  months." 


The  NCC 's  Alloa  hnoich  —  mic  of  ISO pluii  iiKH  ic.^ 
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BUSIfSSNEWS 


Property  dea 
collapse 

William  Ransom  have  told 
shareholders  they  have 
suspended  work  on  their  new 
Biggleswade  site. 

In  a  letter  to  shareholders,  the 
company  says  Rich;u"d  Daniels  Ltd 
of  Hitchin,  which  agreed  to  buy 
the  Hitchin  site  for  £9. 43m  "has 
experienced  difficulty  in 
maintaining  finance"  for  the 
project. 

The  terms  of  the  deal,  which 
were  ratified  by  an  extraordinarN' 
general  meeting  last  October, 
were  that  Daniels  paid  £9. 43m  for 
the  company's  present  Hitchin 
site  and  built  the  new  factory  at 
Biggleswade  to  the  same  value. 

An  agreement  has  been 
reached  to  spend  a  further  £1 .2m 
on  the  building  to  make  it  wind  and 
weather  proof.  Of  the  £1.2m. 
Ransoms  are  paving  £200, 000 
from  the  £400,000  security 
deposit  provided  by  Daniels. 

Ransoms  say  that  if  Daniels 
manage  to  put  finance  in  place 
within  a  year  the  project  will  be 
reactivated. 

However:  "Our  main  concern 
has  been  to  limit  damage  to  the 
company  and  safeguard  its 
assets,"  says  the  letter  to 
shareholders.  "The  company  still 
owns  its  factory  and  site  in  Hitchin 
from  which  it  is  continuing  to  trade 
normally." 

Ransom  director  Roy 
Fitzsimmons  told  C&D:  "The 
project  is  still  likely  to  go  ahead. 
Richard  Daniels  is  a  well  known 
contractor  locally  and  the 
company  regards  the  problem  as 
more  of  a  hiccup  than  a  disaster. 
■  Interim  results  for  Ransoms 
show  pre-tax  profits  down  26.5 
per  cent  for  the  half  vear  to 
September  30,  from  £320,000  to 
£235,000. 

Toiletries,  cosmetics,  healthcare  and 
footwear  company  Peter  Black  saw 
pre-tax  profits  creep  up  from 
£5. 25m  to  £5. 30m  in  the  half  year 
to  December  1 .  Turnover  was  up 
4 . 5  per  cent  compared  with  the  sLx 
month  Ilgures  of  the  year  before, 
and  the  flat  profit  figures  are 
largely  attributable  to  interest 
payments,  which  increased  by 
more  than  18  percent. 


Medicopharma  buy 
out  parallel  importer 


Medicopharma  have  bt)ught  the 
full  share  capital  of  parallel 
importer  Pharmaceuticals 
International  Ltd  in  a  move  to 
ensure  quality  of  supplies. 

Meanwhile  Medicopharma 
chief  executive  John  Baseley 
outlined  the  company's  strategy 
to  C&I).  Pharmaceuticals  Inter- 
national will  now  trade  as  a  division 
of  Medicopharma  UK.  The 
company's  founder,  Barrie 
Thompson,  is  no  longer  managing 
director  but  will  continue  his 
association  with  the  company  by 
sourcing  products  in  Europe. 

Pharmaceuticals  International 
currently  turns  over  in  the  region 
of  £12  million  a  year,  a  figure  it  can 
expect  to  double  as  it  sources  PI 
business  for  Macarthy  Medical. 

Medicopharma  already  had  a 
51  per  cent  stake  in  the  company 
and  the  purchase  reflects  their 
decision  to  install  a  Dutch  style 
management  system.  The  new 
Pharmaceuticals  International 
structure  will  consist  of  a  board  of 
directors  yet  to  be  appointed  and 
a  four  strong  board  of 
management  chaired  by  finance 
director  Leslie  Beresford.  Other 
members  are  Mrs  Jan  Cowell, 
warehouse  manager:  Mrs  Mandy 
Davis,  head  of  administration:  and 
Mrs  Yvonne  Card,  assembly 
manager. 

Mr  Beresford's  role  has  been 
extended  to  cover  both  finance 
and  buying  and  Mrs  Julie  Maiden 
has  joined  on  the  finance  side, 
reporting  to  Mr  Beresford. 

"Medicopharma  want  to  get 
further  into  the  marketing  of 
parallel  imports  and  we  plan  to 
assemble  for  Macarthy  Medical  as 
well  as  our  current  business, ' '  Mr 
Beresford  told  C&D.  Current 
business  is  both  retail  distribution 
and  assembly  for  other 
wholesalers.  However,  the  full 
market  strategy  has  not  yet  been 
formed:  "We  will  be  having  a 
meeting  at  the  end  of  February  to 
discuss  this." 

Medicopharma  say  that  their 
aim  is  to  have  an  established  list  of 
parallel  imported  pharmaceuticals 


Jolni  Basclcy 
in  stock. 

More  generally,  Medico- 
pharma are  following  a  policy  of 
keeping  their  general  managers  in 
touch  with  retailers.  "We 
recently  visited  500  retail 
pharmacists  in  the  South  of 
England  who  are  not  currently 
customers  and  the  response  was 
overwhelming.  Approximately 
two  thirds  have  indicated  their 
support  for  us  as  their  number  two 
wholesaler  or  in  many  cases 
number  one. 

"We  are  experiencing  a 
positive  reaction  to  our  buyers 
from  suppliers  who  were 
concerned  that  the  wholesale 
market  would  become  dominated 
by  Unichem  and  AAH." 

A  certain  amount  of  new 
capital  is  being  injected  into  the 
business.  Medicopharma  are 
planning  a  £3  million  investment 
programme  in  modern  computer 
facilities  for  the  Spring  and  have 
already  replaced  some  80 
vehicles,  or  30  per  cent  of  their 
fleet.  Warehouse  space  is  being 
expanded  at  some  branches. 

Speculation  that  Medico- 
pharma would  expand  Macarthy 
Medical  into  a  full  line  national 
wholesaler  appears  to  be 
unfounded,  at  least  for  the 
present,  with  Mr  Baseley  still 
talking  about  the  company  as  a 
"dedicated  local  wholesaler". 

However,  "due  to  customer 
demand"  the  company  is 
expanding  the  territory  of  some  of 
its  branches,  and  further  such 
expansions  are  planned. 


No  relief  on 
sick  pay 

Small  businesses  whose 
employees  are  absent  through 
illness  for  six  weeks  or  more  may 
escape  some  of  the  extra  costs  to 
be  borne  by  employers  in 
financing  the  Statutory  Sick  Pay 
scheme. 

Under  the  Government's 
original  proposals  the  relief  —  still 
limited  to  employers  who  pay 
more  than  £15,000  a  year  in 
National  Insurance  contributions 
-  would  not  be  available  until  the 
emjjloyee  had  been  absent  for 
eight  weeks. 

Mr  Tony  Newton,  the  Social 
Services  Secretary,  announced 
this  change  in  the  Commons  wh6n 
the  (lovernment  reversed  defeats 
inflicted  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Peers  had  amended  the  Statutot7 
Sick  Pay  Bill  to  relieve  employers 
of  most  of  the  additional  £100 
million  which  they  will  now  have  to 
provide  from  April.  Critics  of  the 
Bill  stressed  that  the  average 
absence  through  sickness  is  three 
weeks. 


Pharmacy 
brokerage 

The  Miles  Group  have  launched  a 
new  sales  brokerage  service  for 
the  pharmacy  sector. 

Miles  say  Pharma-assist  is 
expected  to  appeal  particularly  to 
small  and  medium  manufacturers 
who  cannot  afford  a  sales  force 
and  to  major  manufacturers  who 
need  a  dedicated  sales  team  for 
specialist  products. 

Companies  already  using  the 
service  include  Wassen,  Power 
Health,  Kent  Cosmetics  and 
Nothing  but  Nature.  Pharma- 
assist  also  operates  on  behalf  of 
Vestric,  Unichem  and  Numark. 

Pharma-assist  have  13  staff 
working  with  independent 
pharmacies  and  seven  with 
chemist  wholesalers.  Managing 
director  Mike  Adams  says:  "We 
are  offering  sales  calls  at  a  cost  of 
£3-£5  instead  of  a  typical  in-house 
sales  cost  of  between  £20-£25. 
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Numark  adopt  convenience 
store  philosophy 


Numark  have  launched  the 
national  generics  programme  they 
signalled  at  Chemex  last  year. 
The  group  also  plans  to  increase 
representation  on  its  retail 
advisory  board  by  two  members. 

Numark  have  organised  a 
range  of  the  most  popularly 
prescribed  generics  from 
suppliers  such  as  Kerfoot  APS  and 
Norton.  Managing  director  Terry 
Norris  said  the  range  was 
complementary  to  the  generics 
ranges  produced  by  Numark 's 
wholesale  members  rather  than  in 
competition  with  them. 

"We  are  dealing  with  only 
prime  producers  of  generics  and 
stay  with  a  selected  manufacturer 
for  at  least  sLx  months, ' '  managing 
director  Terry  Norris  told  C&D. 
Numark  were  conscious  that 
many  pharmacists  valued 
consistency  in  generics,  he  said. 

The  Retail  Advisory  Board 


was  formed  at  the  end  of  last 
Summer.  '  'We  want  the  Board  to 
have  representation  from 
Northern  Ireland  and  the 
Southern  counties  in  Britain," 
says  Mr  Norris. 

The  appointments  will  be 
made  after  consultation  with  the 
wholesale  members  in  these 
areas,  though  from  early  next 
year  there  are  plans  for  RAB 
members  to  be  elected. 

Mr  Norris,  who  is  a  former 
Sangers  director,  has  joined 
Numark  to  the  Photo  Marketing 
Association,  "the  world's  largest 
photographic  organisation  for 
independent  dealers"  following  a 
meeting  with  the  Association's 
president  at  Photokina. 

He  is  understandably  bullish 
about  the  prospects  for 
developing  the  photographic 
sector:  "If  you  include  D&P,  the 
photo  business  is  the  biggest 


RSPCA  applauds  new  bill 


The  RSPCA  has  welcomed  the 
new  pnvate  member's  Bill  against 
animal  testing  to  be  set  before  the 
Commons  on  Friday  (February  8) 
by  Labour  MP  Joe  Ashton. 

The  Bill  seeks  to  amend  the 
Trade  Descriptions  Act,  and 
would  compel  manufacturers  to 
label  products  which  have  been 
tested  on  animals.  The  new 
legislation  would  apply  to  non- 


medical goods,  including 
cosmetics.  Animal  testing  for 
medicines,  foods,  pet  food,  and 
products  for  children  under  two 
years  would  be  exempt. 

A  survey  conducted  by  the 
RSPCA  showed  only  5  per  cent  of 
respondents  supported  animal 
testing  for  household  products  and 
4  per  cent  for  cosmetics  and 
toiletries. 


Phar-chem  launch 


A  new  retail  services  company  has 
been  formed  by  the  former  sales 
manager  of  Butler  Pharma- 
ceuticals. 

Mike  Callus  has  launched 
Phar-chem  to  help  independent 
phaimacists  upgrade  their  image. 
The  company  provides  retail  site 
surveys,  in-store  merchandising 
projects,  planograms,  sales 
training  courses  and  contract 
representation. 

Mr  Callus  left  Butlers  last 
November  in  the  wake  of  the 


Medicopharma  takeover  and  says 
he  is  taking  them  to  court  for 
breach  of  contract:  "I  have  been 
associated  with  independent 
pharmacy  for  26  years  and  sales 
manager  at  Butlers  for  the  past  sLx 
years." 

He  has  already  secured  a 
marketing  contract  with  Daniels 
Pharmaceuticals  of  Derby. 
Training  for  assistants  will  be  an 
important  part  of  the  service. 
Courses  cover  merchandising, 
cash  handling  and  stock  control. 


.\ It  mark 's  Terry  Norris 

product  group  outside 
dispensing." 

With  this  in  mind  he  has 
already  had  discussions  with  "a 
national  D&P  house"  to  improve 
their  service  to  retail  members  in 
this  area. 

John  Liptrot,  the  product 
group  manager,  is  responsible  for 
the  national  promotions 
programme  for  Numark.  "I 
believe  as  a  voluntary  trading 
operation  we  are  where  Spar 
were  five  years  ago,"  he  said. 

' '  Retailers  should  be  looking  at 
margins,  not  discounting  but  nf)t 
attempting  to  sell  at  the  full  retail 
price.  Retailers  should  aim  for  the 
middle  ground  of  the  convenience 
store  at  acceptable  prices." 

Regional  advertising  is  planned 
as  part  of  the  promotional  package 
for  1991  —  "Numark  accepts  it  is 
not  national  and  that  its  strengths 
are  in  the  regions.  Pharmacy 
retailing  is  going  through  the  same 
educational  process  independent 
grocery  went  through  10  years 
ago,"  said  Mr  Liptrot. 


Cuxson  get 
loot  in  door 

Cuxson  Gerrard  have  acquired 
the  complete  range  of  chiropody 
products  and  associated 
manufacturing  equipment  from 
Robinsons  of  Chesterfield. 
Production  will  be  moved  to  their 
Warley  site. 

The  acquired  products  include 
the  11  under  the  Edward  Taylor 
brand.  Cuxson  Gerrard  are 
currently  rationalising  the  range, 
and  details  will  be  announced 
shortly. 

A  letter  to  wholesalers  was 
being  finalised  last  week,  detailing 
the  availability  of  individual 
products.  Most  will  continue  to  be 
available  and  some  will  be  run  in 
parallel  to  complement  their 
existing  range,  says  marketing 
manager  Ian  Francis. 

The  acquisition  is  a  statement 
of  Cuxson  Gerrard's  interest  in 
the  chiropody  market,  says  Mr 
Francis  (C&D,  November  24). 


Monday,  February  11 

Ea.stbourne   Branch,  RPSGB. 

Postgraduate  Centre,  Eastbourne 
District  General  Hospital  at  8pm. 
"The  legal  and  ethical  aspects  of 
counter  prescribing"  by  Dr  I. 
Harrison,  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Southampton  Branch,  RPSGB. 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre, 
Southampton  General  Hospital,  7.30 
for  8pm.  "Science  and  Crime"  by  Dr 
Clatworthy. 

Tuesday,  February  12 

Ayrshire    Branch,  RPSGB. 

Piersland  House  Hotel,  Troon  at  8pm. 
"The  new  Ayr  Hospital"  by  Mr  D. 
McNeil,  unit  general  manager. 
Leicestershire  Branch,  RPSGB. 
Ten-pin  bowling  at  The  Super  Bowl  in 
Leicester  at  7.30pin.  Cost  £3.60. 
South  East  Metropolitan  Branch, 
RPSGB.  Meeting  cancelled. 

Wednesday,  February  13 

Bath  Branch,  RPSGB.  Lecture 
Theatre,  School  of  Pharmacy  and 
Pharmacology,  Bath  University  at 
8pm.  "Competition  in  professional 
markets  and  the  sale  of  reading 
glasses"  bvMrM.R.  Killpatiick. 
Bristol  Branch,  RPSGB.  Post- 
graduate Centre,  Frenchay  Hospital  at 
8pin.  Talk  by  Dr  Joe  Collier,  Drugs  & 
Therapeutics  Bullftiu. 
Exeter  Branch,  RPSGB.  Post- 
graduate Institute,  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital  at  8pm.  "Role  of  the 
pharmacist  in  the  treatment  of  drug 
abuse"  bv  Kay  Roberts. 
Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  RPSGB. 
Postgraduate  Centre,  St  Mary's 
Hospital,  Newport,  at  8pm. 
"Mediaeval  Hospital  at  Soutra' '  bv  Dr 
B.  Moffat. 

Scottish  Department,  RPSGB,  36 

York  Place,  Edinburgh  at  7.45pm. 
Lecture  on  myalgic  encephalomyelitis 
by  Dr  R.G.  Will.  Details  from  Dr 
Jefferson  on  031-556  4386. 

Thursday,  February  14 

Glasgow  Branch,  RPSGB.  The 

Walton  Suite,  Southern  General 
Hospital,  Glasgow.  "The  Todd 
Lecture". 

Wirral  Branch,  RPSGB.  Post- 
graduate Centre,  Clatterbridge 
Hospital  at  8pm.  "Food  safety  and 
present  day  problems"  by  Donald 
Gibbons,  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Friday,  February  15 

Dumfries  and  Gallow  ay  Branch, 
RPSGB.  Station  Hotel,  "Dumfries. 
150th  anniversary  celebratory  dinner. 
Speaker  Professor  D'Arcy. 

Advance  information 

Applied  Pharmacy  Practice 
Learning  Events.  "Care  for  the 
elderly"  at  Brownlow  Health  Centre, 
Craigavon,  7.30pm,  February  f  2  and 
19.  "Patients  at  risk:  epileptic 
patients"  at  Beechlawn  Hotel, 
Dunmurn,',  Belfast,  February  13, 
2pm.  Details  from  Donna  McDowell 
on  Belfast  650111. 

British  Society  for  the  History  of 
Pharmacy  "Guaranteed  tocure(?)  — 
inventions  for  healing  the  human 
body"  by  Mr  W.  Jackson,  RPSGB 
headquarters,  London,  F"ebruary  f  3  at 
6pm.  Details  fi'om  Dr  L.C.  Howden  on 
031-5564386. 

Industrial  Pharmacists  Group. 

"Career  development  and  training", 
RPSGf^  headquarters.  London. 
February  19  at  10.30am.  Fee  £30, 
(£60  non-members).  Details  from  Ms 
Cockburn  on  071-735  9141 . 
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APPOINTMENTS 


GENERIC  AND  OTC  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SALES  POSITIONS 


Package  to  £  1 6k  Bonus  &  Benefits 

SIXGENERICTERRITORIES 
Newcastle/TyneTees,  Leics/Coventry/Northants,  Birmingham, 
Wilts/Hants/Berks,  South  West,  Essex/East  London 

TWO  OTC's  TERRITORIES 
London  North  Thames  postal  districts  and  South  Thames  postal  districts 


We     are     a     privately     owned  British 
pharmaceutical  company  who  market  a 
wide  range  of  quality  own  label  generic 
and  OTC  products  in  the  retail  pharmacy 
sector.  In  order  to  accelerate  our  sales 
momentum  we  are  expanding  the  existing 
sales  force  throughout  the  UK. 

Successful  generic  candidates  should 
have  a  proven  track  record  within  the 
generic/pharmaceutical  market  with 
an  up-to-date  customer  base. 

OTC  candidates   will   have  a 
successful  record  in  pharmacy 
OTC  or  FMCG  products. 


KENT 

Pharmaceuticals 


You  will  be  given  full  profit  responsibility 
within  your  territory  and  be  expected  to 
show  a  high  level  of  inter-personal  skill 
and  initiative. 
On  offer  is  a  high  basic  salary  with  an 
attractive  bonus  scheme,  company  car 
and  business  expenses. 

Interested  applicants  should  write 
with  full  CV  to: 
John  Scarratt 
Sales  Director 
Kent  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 
Wotton  Road 
AshfordTN23  2LL 
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APPOINTMENTS 


LABELLING  SYSTEMS 


COMMKRCIALIlMlClllVi; 

An  exceptional  career  opporlriiiily  lias  ansen  w  iilim  an  expanding  group  ot 
l  eiail  ontleis  tor  a  Coniinercial  bxecutive. 

The  successt  ui  candidate  w  ill  be  based  in  Swansea  and  will  be  required  to 
undertake  a  wide  range  ol'  administrative  duties  including  Personnel 
Management,  Cost  Management  and  Regulatory  Allairs.  General 
responsibility  will  be  held  for  co-ordination  of  the  administration  team  and 
reporting  will  be  to  the  Executive  Directors. 

The  ability  lo  communicate  effectively  w  ith  managers  and  staf  I  at  branch 
level  on  various  administrative  planes  is  essential. 

The  individual  must  have  a  strong  personality  and  entrepreneurial  iiisimci 
together  with  the  ability  to  adapt  to  rapidly  changing  circumstances. 
Experience  in  retail  or  distributive  pharmacy  would  be  preferred  but  is  not 
essential. 

APPLY:  BOX  C&D  3388 


1/91 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


DISTRIBUTOR  SEEKS  PRODUCTS 

Established  distributor,  with 
national  coverage  of  pharmacy, 
health  food  and  grocery  sectors, 
seeks  products  to  add  to  existing 
range. 

BOX  C&D  3389 


PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 


HAS  RETAIL  PHARMACY  A 
WORTHWHILE  FUTURE? 

for  a  non-establishtnent  view  of  Pharmacy,  with  facts, 
options,  opinions,  philosophy,  read  "Pharmacy:  freedom 
or  slavery?"  by  C  and  D  contributor  Eric  A.  Jensen 
B.Com.,  M.R.Pharm.S.  An  unusual,  provocative,  sixty- 
four  page  read.  For  your  copy,  please  send  £4.95, 
includes  UK  postage,  to 
Eric  Jensen,  6  Attree  Drive, 
Brighton  BN2  2HN. 
Tel:  0273  605293 


I  Simply  tlie  best 


PMR  Pharmacy  Computerised 
Labelling  Systems, 

Full  Demonstration,  Trial, 
Installation  &  Training 

PHONE  051  298  2233 


PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD 
6  Vulcan  Street,  Liverpool  L3  7BG 
Fax:  051  298  1689 

Suppliers  of  PMR  Software  lo  Boots 


Jotan  llicliardsoii 

Compuieri  tid 


^  In  rharmacv  Labelling; 

►  In  Auto-ordcr  Stock  CAintrol 

►  In  ( Aistonicr  Scn  icc 
In  Oni^mni;  nuvclopinciit 


For  Accurate  and  Reliable  Drug  Interactions  and  Patient  Records 

FRKEPOST,  Preston  PR5  6BR  Telephone:  (0772)  3237B3 


PRICING  EQUIPMENT 


SHOPAID 

PRINTED  PRICING  LABELS  TO 
SUITE  ALL  MAKES  OF  PRICING 
MACHINES  FOR  AS  LITTLE  AS 
£25  PER  BOX  OF  45,000. 

ALSO  MANY  DIFFERENT 
PRICING  MACHINES 
AVAILABLE. 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 
TEL:  0737  363385 


SHOPFiniNGS 


0626  •  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN,  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 

"'KINGCHARLESBUSINESSPARK,0LDNEWT0NR0AD,HEATHFIELD,DEV0N,TQ126UT 


i»F0R5ALE 


ZAFSHOPFITTINGS 

APPROX.  14M  ZAF  CHEMIST  SHOP  UNITS  INCLUDING  ADJUSTABLE  SHELVES. 

2  ■  ciirvctl  curnci  unils;  4  •  glass  wall  cabiiifls;  2  •  glass  base  I romcd 
caliinLis;2  ■  bassi.lia\\  uiiils;  1  cusloni  made  counier  uiiil  &  cushioned 
euslnniei  seal  all  I  iiiished  in  cream     ilai  k  blue. 
(  omplele  \MI h  all  I  i\ings  A:  backboards.  C lood  condil ion . 
W  ill  acccpi  oiler  m  reiJion  ol  l.^,,sO(l 
KIN<,  (162.^651  754 
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ABOUTPEDPLE 


Kingswood  pre-reg  wins  prize 


The  Multiple  Retail  riiannacy 
Training  Group  run  a  pre- 
registration  project  competition 
each  year.  Three  or  four  projects 
are  submitted  by  each  of  the 
member  companies,  and  the 
winner  is  selected  by  Dr  Alison 
Blenkinsopp  and  Dr  Carina 
Livingstone. 


The  winner  last  year  was  Miss 
Rachel  Mitchell  of  Kingswood 
Chemists.  Her  project  was 
entitled  "The  changing  face  of 
community  pharmacy".  She  is 
pictured  being  presented  with  the 
award  by  Roger  Cotton,  chairman 
of  MRPTG  and  an  area  executive 
with  Moss  Chemists. 


r  Ti  ^  


Tcriy  Noiris,  manuring  dirrcUir, 
Nit  mark  Management  Ltd, 
weleomes  Charles  Wragg  (left), 
nuuiagiHg  director,  Bleasdale  Ltd, 
to  the  main  Nnmark  hoard 


Gulf  appeal 

I'harmacists  are  being  asked  to 
donate  bandages  and  medicinal 
creams  for  immigrants  escaping 
from  Iraq.  The  appeal  is  being 
launched  by  Estelle  Barak-Kaye, 
who  can  be  contacted  on  081-202 
.SfifiO  (answerphone). 


MEP  hears 
concerns 

"If  the  research-based 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  the 
South  East  is  to  survive,  the 
active  patent  life  of  branded 
medicines  must  be  protected," 
said  Keith  Krzywicki.  chairman  of 
the  South  East  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  Group  (SEPIG)  at  a 
recent  meeting  with  Mr  Madron 
Seligman,  MEP  for  West  Sussex. 

Mr  Seligman  met  SEPIG 
members  last  week  at  Schering 
Health  Care.  As  well  as  discussing 
reform  of  patents  for  branded 
medicines  which  is  cuixently  being 
debated  in  the  European 
Parliament  and  the  European 
Commission,  Mr  Seligman  also 
heard  of  the  concerns  about 
additional  EC  proposals  for 
changes  in  the  advertising  of 
medical  products. 


From  left  to  riaht:  Brian  Keen,  of  the  Welliiniii  l-aioiddtion :  Keitli 
Krzywicki,  managing  director  of  Upjohn  Laboratones  and  chairman  of 
SEPIG;  Madron  Seligman,  MEP  for  West  Sussex;  Mike  Findlay  and 
John  Davison  of  Ciha-Geigy  Pharmaceuticals;  and  Mike  Wallace, 
managing  director  of  Schering  Health  Care 


APPOINTMENTS 


Wragg  joins 
Numark  Board 

Mr  Charles  Wragg,  managing 
director  of  York-based  wholesaler 
Bleasdale  Ltd,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  main  board  of  Numark 
Management  Ltd.  Bleasdale  are 
one  of  Numark  Management's  15 
member  wholesalers. 

Managing  director  of 
Bleasdale  since  1985,  Mr  Wragg 
has  served  on  the  company's  own 
board  for  32  years.  A  qualified 
certified  and  chartered 
accountant,  he  has  worked  for 
Bleasdale  since  1954,  when  their 
main  business  was  in 
pharmaceutical  manufacturing. 

Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd  have  appointed 
Sir  Geoffrey  Howe,  former 
Foreign  Secretary  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  as  a  non- 
executive director. 
Medicopharma  UK  have  appointed 
Patrick  Tierney  group  financial 
controller.  All  financial  controllers 
of  the  operating  divisions  will 
report  to  him,  while  he  will  report 
to  commercial  director  Nick 
Stedman. 

Fort  Dodge  Laboratories  have 
appointed  Ken  Thomas  as  general 
manager  of  their  veterinary 
subsidiary,  Willows  Francis  Ltd. 
Mr  Thomas  was  previously  with 
Smithkline  Beecham. 
Sterling-Winthrop  Group  Ltd  have  made 
Mervyn  Hicks  controller  of 
management  information  services 
for  Sterling  Health.  Andrew 
Sturton  is  now  responsible  for  the 
operations  department,  including 
trade  publications.  Steve  Jones 
remains  as  sales  controller  for  the 
salesforce.  All  report  to  sales 
director  Tony  Philp. 
Crookes  Healthcare  have 
strengthened  their  international 
marketing  development  with  the 
appointment  of  Ian  Job  as 
marketing  development  manager. 
He  will  be  responsible  for 
development  of  the  company's 
adult  nutrition  brands  of  Complan 
and  Sweetex,  internationally. 
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THE  EVENT 

Scotchem  is  the 
trade  exhibition 
for  the 
professional 
retail  pharmacy 
and  allied  trades 
in  Scotland. 

Over  two  days, 
Scotchem  will 
bring  together 
the  new 
products,  ideas 
and  services  to 
increase  profit. 

Retail 

pharmacists  in 
Scotland  now 
have  their  own 
exhibition, 
catering  for  their 
own  special 
needs. 

Many  big 
industry  names 
have  already 
given  Scotchem 
their  support, 
and  will  be 
showcasing 
their  new  and 
existing  ranges 
and  incentive 
offers  for  the 
coming  year. 

Our  prestigious 
venue  for 
Scotchem  '91 
will  be  the 
magnificent 
MacRobert 
Pavilion, 
situated  in  the 
Edinburgh 
Exhibition  and 
Trade  Centre 
complex  and 
easily  accessible 
from  road,  rail 
and  air  links. 


SEE  THE  LATEST  PRODUCTS 
CONSIDER  THE  NEWEST  IDEAS 

AT  THE 


EXHIBITION 

The  MacRobert  Pavilion,  Edinburgh  Exhibition  &  Trade  Centre 
IngUston,  Edinburgh  10-11  March  1991 


PRODUCT  RANGE 

A  wide  variety  of  beauty,  pharmaceutical 
and  associated  retail  products  will  be  on 
show  at  Scotchem,  incorporating  bodycare 
and  health  care  products  for  the  whole  family. 
OTC  remedies,  medicines  and  generic 
pharmaceuticals  will  be  on  show  alongside  a 
comprehensive  selection  of  toiletries, 
cosmetics,  fragrance,  photographic  products 
and  reading  glasses. 
Computer  systems,  shopfitting  ideas, 
wholesalers  and  financial  services  will  all 
be  represented. 

MEET  THE  PRESS 

Scotchem  sponsors,  Chemist  &  Druggist,  as 
well  as  Beauty  Counter  and  Community 
Pharmacy  will  all  have  stands  at  Scotchem. 


NPA 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  will  be  at 
Scotchem  to  offer  advice  and 
assistance  on  the  services 
offered  to  retail  pharmacists. 


Brochures  will  also  be  available. 


"FREE  COMPUTER' 
Everyone  who 
registers  at  Scotchem 
will  automatically  go 
into  the  free  draw  for 
a  computer  and  ,i: 
printer.  This  'state  of 


 ^ — 


the  art'  IBM  compatible  computer  is  easy  to 
use  &  will  run  the  latest  patient  medication 
and  labelling  system  software  packages. 
Don't  miss  this  excellent  opportunity. 


Sunday  10th  March  (10am-5pm) 
Monday  11th  March  (10am-4pm) 


SPONSORED  BY 

CHEm& 
DRUGGIE 


TICKET  HOTLINE 


-    ■  '^OGETTIIER 

The  centre  is  well  f 
signposted  on  the  A8 
dual  carriageway  which 
runs  between  Edinburgh  and  the  Newbridge 
Interchange,  linking  the  following  motorway 
networks-the  M90  to  the  North-the  M9  to 
the  North  West -the  M8  to  the  West  and  the 
M8-M74-A74  leading  to  the  South.  Free  car 
parking  for  20,000  cars  is  provided  at 
the  Centre.  ,^^%.'^\ 
BY  BUS  &  COAC  H  ^ 
Services  every  fifteen  \ 
minutes  from  Edinburgh, 
to  a  variety  of  destinations 
in  Central  Scotland,  pass  within  5  minutes 
walk  of  the  Exhibition  Centre. 


In  addition  to  the  public  transport  service, 
MGB  has  arranged  for  a  special  coach 
service  to  be  provided  from  Glasgow, 
Edinburgh  Station  and  Newcastle. 


BY  RAIL 

Edinburgh  is  served  by  frequent  Inter-City 
and  other  rail  services  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Over  200  trains  arrive  daily  at 
Waverley  Station,  only  six  miles  from  the 
MacRobert  Pavilion. 

BY  AIR 

The  Exhibition  Centre  is  adjacent  to 
Edinburgh's  International  Airport. 


EXHIBITORS 

Approved 

Prescription  Services 
Beauty  Counter 
Beauty  International 
Bnta(UK)  Limited 
Charwell 
Pharmaceuticals 
Chemist  &  Druggist 
Chemtec 

Claydon  Wholesale 
Community  Pharmacy 
Creightons  Naturally 
Crookes  Healthcare 
Doncaster 
Pharmaceuticals 
Doncaster 
Pharmaceuticals 
(Perfumes)  Limited 
Elida  Gibbs 
Fairscan  Pharmacy 
Systems 

Farmitalia  Carlo  Erbu 
G.  A.  P 
International 
Laboratories  Limited 
John  Richardson 
Computers  Limited 
Kent  Cosmetics 
Limited 
Keyline  Brands 
Limited 

Laughton  &  Son 

Limited 

Max  Factor 

National 

Pharmaceutical 

Association 

Nelson 

Norgine  Limited 
Original  Additions 
(Beauty  Products) 
Panpharma  Limited 
Park  Systems  Limited 
Paul  Murray 
Pharmadass 
Phoenix  Fashion 
Accessories 
Porta  Products 
PPLS 

Readi  Read  Limited 
Reckitt  and  Colman 
Rimmel  International 
Limited 

Robinsons  Babyfoods 
and  Drinks 
Scottish  Fine  Soaps 
Sterling  Health 
Torbet  Laboratories 
Ultraglow 
Weleda  UK 
Zenner  (UK)  Limited 
List  as  at  20/12/90 


ENTRY  IS  FREE.  SEND  FOR  YOUR  ADVANCED 
TICKETS  NOW  OR  TELEPHONE  THE 
TICKET  HOTLINE 


r 


Please  send  me 
Name  


free  tickets  for  Scotchem  '91 


Company. 
Address  


.Post  Code. 


I  wish  to  take  advantage  of  your  special  free 

coach  service  to  the  exhibition  from 

□  GLASGOW    □  EDINBURGH    □  NEWCASTLE 

Please  send  me  more  information  on  times  and  pick-up  points. 

Please  return  to:  Scotchem  '91,  MGB  Exhibitions  Ltd, 
Marlowe  House,  109  Station  Road, 
Sidcup,  Kent  DA15  7ET.   081-302  8585 
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BACK 


Migraleve 


fast  relief  for 
migraine  headache, 
nausea  and 
vomiting 


PINK 
32  tablets 
YELLOW 
16  tablets 


Migrallft 


a 


FAST  RELIEF 
for 

migraine  headache, 
nausea  and  vomiting 


WITH  THE  PACK 


_  Aludrox 

Migraleve 


''"S  r./(C  r/WG  INDICES  tion  rilief 


for  indigestion, 
heartburn  and 
acidity. 


60 

TABLETS 


Migraiift 


Stoppers 

OH^GiNAL  SMO<ERS 

LOZENGES 

110 

200ml 


FAST  RELIEF 
for 

migraine  headache, 
nausea  and  vomiting 


Two  famous  faces,  Migraleve  and  Migralift, 
have  returned  to  Charwell  Pharmaceuticals 
Limited  to  add  to  our  range. 

They  join  our  grov\/ing  portfolio  of 
products.  So  well-known  names  such  as 
Migraleve  and  Migralift  can  now  be 
ordered  along  with  Aludrox  the  indigestion 


remedy  and  the  latest  addition  to  our  portfolio, 
Stoppers,  to  help  smokers  give  up  cigarettes. 
All  are  dispensed  direct  from  our 
headquarters,  so  now  you  can  find  the 
whole  pack  in  one  place  and  order  in 
one  go  -  just  call  us  at  Charwell 
Pharmaceuticals  Limited. 


1 


CHARWELL  PHARMACEUTICALS  LTD 

Charwell  House,  Wilsom  Road,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  2TJ,  Telephone  (0420)  84801. 


